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FOREWORD 

 

Les 8 et 9 décembre 2016, la Commission Nationale Française pour l’Unesco et l’Unesco ont 

organisé la Conférence Internationale du dialogue euro-arabe. Cette initiative a rassemblé de 

très nombreux participants et intervenants. 

Il a paru important de mettre à la disposition du public un compte-rendu des riches débats qui 

ont animé ces 2 jours.  

La coordination de ces journées a été assurée par Ann-Belinda Preis, chef de la section du 

Dialogue Interculturel de l’Unesco, David Fajolles, à l’époque secrétaire général de la 

Commission nationale française pour l’UNESCO, Kalli Giannelos, Chef de projet et Alix Pornon. 

  

Daniel Janicot 

Président de la Commission nationale française pour l’UNESCO 
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This publication retraces the issues at stake and the outcomes of the 2016 Euro-Arab 

Dialogue Conference. Gathering over a hundred participants from National Commissions for 

UNESCO, experts, young personalities and UNESCO Permanent Delegations, the “Mawaïd – 

Rendez-vous” -2016 Conference for the Euro-Arab Dialogue Initiative (EADI), held on 9 and 10 

December 2016 at UNESCO, mobilized various institutional networks and civil societies on Euro-

Arab scale. Thanks to new partnerships and specific productions (drawings, videos), this 

conference was a success both in regard with previous initiatives for the Euro-Arab Dialogue 

and future perspectives that have been sketched out, fostering new dynamics through civil 

society and new paths of cooperation. This illustrated trilingual publication aims to give an 

insight of the reflections, the work led by the board of young personalities, and the way forward 

for the Euro-Arab Dialogue Initiative. In their capacity as coordinators of this conference on 

behalf of the French National Commission for UNESCO, the coordinators of this publication 

would like to pay special tribute to the support of the MBI Al Jaber Foundation, and especially to 

Ms Carolyn Perry and Mr Asghar Husain. This conference would not have been possible without 

the work of the Social and Human sciences Sector, who relaunched this important initiative and 

to the personal commitment of Ms Nada Al-Nashif, Mr Dendev Badarch, Ms Ann-Belinda Preis 

and Ms Amina Hamshari. In this endeavour, the mobilization of the organizing team has been 

crucial and especially the work of Ms Alix Pornon on behalf of the French National Commission, 

and also, on behalf of UNESCO Secretariat Ms Lina Soualem, Ms Paulette Forest, Ms Noha 

Bawazir, Mr Eliot Minchenberg. Different partners have contributed to the success of this 

conference, and should be also thanked for having enhanced the outcomes of this conference: 

Cartooning for Peace, SoWhatProductions. To further the work done in this publication, the 

authors have set up an online website which provides an exhaustive overview of the conference 

and access to all documents (drawings, photos, videos): all this information can be found online 

on www.mawaid.net 

 

 

This publication has been coordinated by Kalli Giannelos (Project Manager, French National 

Commission for UNESCO) and David Fajolles (Secretary-General, French National Commission 

for UNESCO). 
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BACKGROUND AND AIMS OF THE EADI 2016 CONFERENCE 

 

Background 

The 2016 Euro-Arab Dialogue (EAD) Conference relaunched 15 years of initiatives 
undertaken by National Commissions for UNESCO to promote and strengthen intercultural 
dialogue between the European and Arab regions, involving both civil society from different 
participating countries and the network of National Commissions for UNESCO. This project was 

launched during the 46th session of the World Conference for Education entitled « learning to 
live together », held in Geneva on September 2001.  

Over the years, the EAD pioneers have maintained this meaningful network, engaging in a 
wide variety of activities, including those related to studies of textbooks and student exchanges. 
These initiatives have culminated in two meetings of the Task Force of National Commissions for 
UNESCO in Paris (January 2010) and Muscat (January 2011), as well as in the High-Level 
International Conference on Euro-Arab Dialogue held in Vienna in May 2012, which led to the 
adoption of the Vienna Declaration. These encounters have reinforced Euro-Arab cooperation in 
UNESCO’s fields of competence and strengthened relations between the partners on the basis of 
equality, mutual interest and a search for the common good.  

In view of the current international context of climbing violent extremism and 
radicalisation, striking in Europe and in Arab region countries, this Conference aspired to push 
previous achievements in the field of Euro-Arab Dialogue a step further. The International 
Decade for the Rapprochement of Cultures - IDRC (2013-2022) - for which UNESCO is lead 
agency, provides a highly useful umbrella for this endeavour, as the IDRC was born of the need 
for new articulations between cultural diversity and universal values. Its Action Plan, adopted by 
UNESCO’s Executive Board in 2014 (Decision 194 EX/10), and endorsed the same year by the 
UN General Assembly (resolution 69/140), reinforces the commitment to furthering 
interreligious and intercultural dialogue and the promotion of mutual understanding and 
cooperation for peace.  

The contemporary phenomenon of disconnection, notably by youth, and the parallel 
weakening sense of global solidarity, joint responsibility and collective identity, is a source of 
growing concern. While the “causes” behind this disconnection may be multiple, complex and to 
some extent elusive, there is broad agreement that action must be on the preventive side. On 24 
December 2015, the UN Secretary-General released the report “Plan of Action to Prevent Violent 
Extremism” which considers and addresses violent extremism as, and when, conducive to 
terrorism. As highlighted in the Plan of Action: “There is a need to take a more comprehensive 
approach which encompasses not only ongoing, essential security-based counter-terrorism 
measures, but also systematic preventive measures which directly address the drivers of violent 
extremism that have given rise to the emergence of these new and more virulent groups”.  

Youth - and citizens, in general - are living in a mediated world driven by media and 
technology. Socialization and social identity are more embedded in media and technology and 
people are learning more about themselves and other cultures and beliefs through these. A 
twofold approach is needed. First, information providers in Europe and Arab States such as 
media, libraries, museums and publishers, including those online, need intercultural policies and 
practices such as intercultural editorial guidelines. Second, collaborative initiatives between the 
two regions are needed to ensure that citizens acquire media and information literacy which will 
enable them to consider critically the information and messages with which they engage, to 
produce and disseminate positive cultural expressions and to counter hatred and intolerance, 
while advocating for freedom of expression and free access to information.  
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Initially launched by the German and Tunisian National Commissions for UNESCO, the 
EADI was then followed by other countries: Egypt, Kuwait, Lebanon, Qatar, Morocco, Oman, 
Syria and United Arab Emirates - on Arab side - and France, Germany Hungary, Netherlands 
Slovenia, Turkey, Ukraine, UK and Canada - on European side. The coordination, on behalf of 
National Commissions for UNESCO has always been led with a double European-Arab region 
perspective, which has been relaunched in 2016 by the French National Commission for 
UNESCO and the Omanese National Commission for UNESCO.  

 

 

Aims of the 2016 EADI Conference 

After 15 years of Euro-Arab Dialogue initiatives undertaken by National Commissions, the 
2016 edition of the project presented strong outcomes, thanks to a strong mobilisation on behalf 
of National Commissions for UNESCO, to innovative partnerships and to the dynamic structure 
of the conference, with a board of Young Personalities. On the initiative of David Fajolles and 
Kalli Giannelos on behalf of the French National Commission for UNESCO, the creation of a Board 
of Young Personalities as well as audiovisual and artistic partnerships contributed to this new 
impulse. 

In close collaboration with each National Commission, 22 Young Personalities have been 
identified in national civil societies, among which academics, artists or elected representatives, 
and always with respect to the criteria of expertise and correlation with UNESCO fields of 
competence and in regard with the added value of each one of them. This group, composed of 
young experts, under 40 years old (within the range of 25-40 years old), played an essential role 
in this conference both as co-rapporteurs of the roundtable sessions and as prefiguration of a 
future Young Leaders programme for the promotion of the Euro-Arab Dialogue in the coming 
years.  

Represented nationalities within this board of Young Personalities are: Egypt, Finland, 
France, Germany (several representatives), Italy, Latvia, Lebanon, Malta, Morocco, Palestine, 
Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sultanate of Oman, Syria, Switzerland, The 
Netherlands and Tunisia. During the conference, the board of Young Personalities played an 
active role during debates between the speeches of each roundtable session and was particularly 
prone to extend the space allocated for their interventions. Moreover, all of them presented 
recommendations thanks to the coordination provided by the Social and Human Sciences Sector 
of UNESCO and other experts of the sectors of programme during the conference. These Young 
Personalities acted as rapporteurs of the roundtable sessions and brought their expertise to 
their reporting on the outcomes of the conference, on the second day.  

The coordination of written reports of recommendations by UNESCO Secretariat, and 
under the supervision of UNESCO Social and human sciences sector, ensured the concrete 
production of strong commitments for the way forward. Continuously supported by the MBI Al 
Jaber Foundation, the 2016 EADI Conference proved a successful project on different levels. The 
visibility of its outcomes can compete equally with the potential of foreseen future perspectives 
initiated through network reinforcement and new collaborations.  
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Participation of National Commissions  

National Commissions of European and Arab region were involved since the conception of 
this project. Participating National Commissions undertook valuable efforts both in the search 
for potential candidates as Young Personalities and also on a logistical point of view, covering 
travel costs for them and thereby demonstrating their commitment and interest in this 
forerunning programme. The 2016 EADI Conference succeeded in creating a strong mobilisation 
of National Commissions for UNESCO, involving directly 32 National Commissions for UNESCO.  

The 2016 EADI Conference mobilized:  
• 21 National Commissions for UNESCO on European side: Andorra, Austria, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Croatia, Danemark, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
Germany, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, The Netherlands, Poland, 
Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey.  

• 11 National Commissions for UNESCO on Arab side: Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Mauritania, 
Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates.  

 

 

Innovative productions : Audiovisual content 

By its quadripartite dynamic structure, the involvement of young personalities and 

UNESCO experts, a live video coverage and live drawings produced by Cartooning for Peace, this 

Conference was particularly innovative and stood positively out of what has been done so far for 

the Euro-Arab Dialogue Initiative, both by actively taking stock of previous achievements and 

showing clearly future perspectives and the way forward for future dynamic outcomes.  

In addition to the full video coverage and the best-of videos from the conference, the 

French National Commission designed four short interviews, which were broadcast during the 

conference. These videos, entitled « Words and Radicalisation » complement the conference’s 

theme by an additional insight into radicalisation-related issues, the French National 

Commission conceived and produced, along with the contracted audiovisual company, a 

documentary entitled “Words and Radicalisation” composed of four autonomous videos. Four 

exclusive interviews were produced for this Conference and screened before each of the four 

round table sessions, on 9 and 10 December 2016. Each of them features a personality, expert in 

the fields of philosophy and philology, who chooses one notion and offers an overview of its 

etymology, its uses and misuses:  

o Charia, by Mr Ali Benmakhlouf, Philosopher 
o Terrorism, by Mr Tahar Ben Jelloun, Writer 
o Barbarian, by Ms Barbara Cassin, Philologist and Philosopher 
o Origin, by Mr Elias Sanbar, Writer, Translator, Ambassador and Permanent 

Delegate of Palestine to UNESCO  
All audiovisual productions are available in open access under a Creative Commons license and 
can be found on the following website: www.mawaid.net 
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Cartooning for Peace  

The French National Commission for UNESCO designed and 
established a partnership with the international organisation Cartooning 
for Peace, a network of editorial cartoonists who promote the values of 
freedom of speech and intercultural dialogue and who fight, through 
humour, for the respect of cultural diversity and freedoms. Founded in 
2006 at the United Nations headquarters, the association is chaired by 
Plantu, cartoonist at the French newspaper Le Monde, and is placed under 
the patronage of Kofi Annan, the former UN Secretary General. Ten years 
on, Cartooning for Peace today has a worldwide membership of 147 

cartoonists from 55 countries. The editorial cartoon is a powerful educational tool, which can 
bring about cross-cultural dialogue and fuel the debate about fundamental issues such as 
freedom of expression, democracy and tolerance.  

Two cartoonists from the Cartooning for Peace network created during the Euro-Arab 
Dialogue Conference: the French cartoonist Laurent Salles, representing European region, and 
the Tunisian cartoonist Tawfiq Omrane, representing Arab region. They shared the same 
animation stand, which allowed the projection of their drawings on the central screen of the 
conference room. Each one alternately projected a drawing that illustrated, either in French, 
English or Arabic, the speeches from the speakers and the unfolding global discussion during the 
four panel sessions.  

 

Mr Tawfiq Omrane        Mr Laurent Salles 

         
Tunisian Cartoonist       French Cartoonist 
Blog : www.omrane-cartoonist.blogspot.com    Blog: www.laurentsalles.com  
 

 

All drawings can be found on the following website: www.mawaid.net 
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THE CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 

 
 

FRIDAY, 9 DECEMBER 2016 
 

 

08.30 AM REGISTRATION OF PARTICIPANTS 

 
 
09.30 AM OPENING SESSION 

Moderator: Nada Al-Nashif, Assistant Director-General, Social and Human Sciences 

Sector, UNESCO  

Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO 

Sheikh Mohamed Bin Issa Al Jaber, Founder and Chairman of MBI Al Jaber 

Foundation 

Harald Stranzl, Ambassador, Alternate Permanent Delegate of Austria to UNESCO 

Samira Mohamed Moosa Al Moosa, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of the 

Sultanate of Oman to UNESCO 

Daniel Janicot, President of the French National Commission for UNESCO 

 
 
10.15 AM ADDRESS: “Culture, a new key-element for geo-political dialogue” by Metin Arditi, 

UNESCO Special Envoy for Intercultural Dialogue 

 
 
10.35 AM SCREENING OF WORDS AND RADICALISATION*, 1: “Barbarian”, by Barbara 

Cassin, Philologist and Philosopher1    

 
 
10.40 AM I. PRESERVING AND HARNESSING CULTURAL HERITAGE TO ACHIEVE 

RECONCILIATION 

Radicalisation and violent extremism go hand in hand with the destruction of cultural 

heritage as well as with the threatening of the diversity of cultural expressions and the 

universal values they convey. In response to these threats, which initiatives can 

maintain these essential shared values at the core of Euro-Arab Dialogue? 

Moderator/Chair: Rita Brasil de Brito, Secretary-General of the National Commission 

of Portugal for UNESCO  

Rapporteurs: Youth representative and Mohamed Ould Khattar, Programme 

Specialist, Arab States Unit, World Heritage Centre, UNESCO 

Speakers: 

Moncef Ben Moussa, Director of the Bardo National Museum, Tunisia 

Mounir Bouchenaki, Special Advisor to the Director-General of UNESCO on World 

Heritage 

                                                      
1
 Words and Radicalisation: Four short interviews in which four personalities, experts in the fields of philosophy 

and philology, choose a notion, present its etymology, uses and misuses. 



10 
 

Elias Sanbar, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of Palestine to UNESCO 

Shadia Touqan, Architect/Urban Planner, International Expert in Architectural 

Preservation and Revitalisation of Historic Cities, Sweden 

 

12.20 – 12.25 PM SCREENING OF THE VALUE OF HERITAGE, #HERITAGESTORY, produced by 

the UNESCO Beirut Office in the framework of the Emergency Safeguarding of the 

Syrian Cultural Heritage project 

 

12.25 PM PRESENTATION OF 15 YEARS OF THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE INITIATIVE: 

OUTPUTS AND PERSPECTIVES 

An educational toolkit project, a comparative study of textbooks, the Vienna 

Declaration: how to take stock of what has been achieved in 15 years of the EADI, 

by National Commissions for UNESCO, given the changing context? 

Moderator/Rapporteur: David Fajolles, Secretary-General, French National 

Commission for UNESCO 

Speakers: 

Amna Al Balushi, Assistant Secretary-General, Oman National Commission for 

Education, Culture and Science and representative of the Connecting Cultures 

Initiative, Oman 

Jacqueline Costa-Lascoux, Research Director at CNRS, France 

Halina Grzymała-Moszczyńska, Professor of psychology, Jagiellonian University, 

Krakow, Poland 

Gašper Hrastelj, Deputy Secretary-General, Slovenian National Commission for 

UNESCO and representative of Connecting Cultures Slovenia 

Ramza Jaber Saad, Deputy Secretary-General of the Lebanese National 

Commission for UNESCO 

Sławomir Ratajski, Marjutka Hafner, Secretary-Generals of the Polish and Slovenian 

National Commissions for UNESCO 

 

1.00 PM BREAK 

 
 
2.30 PM SCREENING OF WORDS AND RADICALISATION*, 2: “Terrorism”, by Tahar Ben 

Jelloun, Writer 

 
 
2.35 PM II. WHAT ROLE FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE 

INITIATIVE? 

Local governments (municipalities, regions) play a major role in educational and 

cultural cooperation between Europe and the Arab world. What role can they play in a 

relaunch of Euro-Arab Dialogue through UNESCO’s programmes? And what is the role 

of diaspora leaders? 

Moderator/Chair: Henry Frendo, Chairman of the Maltese National Commission 

for UNESCO 
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Rapporteurs: Youth representative and Linda Tinio, Assistant Programme 

Coordinator, Section for Inclusion and Rights, Social and Human Sciences Sector, 

UNESCO 

Speakers: 

Golda El-Khoury, Chief of Section for Inclusion and Rights, Social and Human 

Sciences Sector, UNESCO and Secretary of the International Coalition of Inclusive 

and Sustainable Cities (ICCAR) 

Bertrand Gallet, Director-General of Cités Unies France (Member of United Cities 

and Local Governments - UCLG) 

Ziad Hawat, Mayor of Byblos (Lebanon), ICCAR 

Nacer Kettane, Member of the French Economic, Social and Environmental Council 

and Director of Beur FM radio station (France) 

 
 
4.00 – 4.20 PM ADDRESS: Francesco Rutelli, Chair of the Priorità Cultura (Culture First) and of 

Incontro di Civiltà (Civilizations Meeting) 

 

4.20 PM PRESENTATION OF THE FIRST CONCLUSIONS AND WRAP-UP SESSION FOR 

THE ADOPTION OF THE EADI ACTION PLAN 

Amna Al Balushi, Assistant Secretary-General, Oman National Commission for 

Education, Culture and Science and David Fajolles Secretary-General, French 

National Commission for UNESCO, coordinators of EADI 

 

5.30 PM CONCERT BY JOUSSOUR 

A multicultural band performing a syncretic repertoire mixing Arab, Latin and jazz 

influences 
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SATURDAY, 10 DECEMBER 2016 
 
 

09.00 – 10.30 AM YOUNG PERSONALITIES’ WORKING SESSION (Room VI) 
 
 
10.30 AM SCREENING OF WORDS AND RADICALISATION*, 3: “Charia”, by Ali Ben 

Makhlouf, Philosopher (Room II) 

 
 
10.35 AM III. HOW CAN EDUCATION CONTRIBUTE TO PREVENT VIOLENT EXTREMISM 

AND PROMOTE SOCIAL INCLUSION? 

Which education policies can mitigate violent extremism? How to develop 

pedagogies that promote active citizenship, critical thinking, and intercultural 

competencies? What is the role of education systems in dealing with youth at risk? 

How to enhance interactions between the education sector and broader society? 

Moderation / Chair: Mohamed Benabdelkader, Deputy Secretary-General, 

Moroccan National Commission for UNESCO 

Rapporteurs: Youth representative and Karel Fracapane, Senior Project Officer for 

Holocaust Education, Education Sector, UNESCO 

Speakers: 

Asiem El Difraoui, Political scientist, economist and documentary film director, Co-

founder of Candid Foundation, Zenith Magazin, Berlin, Germany 

Michel Foucher, Geographer, former Ambassador, holder of the Chair of Applied 

Geopolitics at the Collège d’études mondiales, Paris, France 

Michèle Hassen, Academy Inspector, Radicalisation Awareness Network (RAN), 

France 

Soo Hyang Choi, Director, Division for Inclusion, Peace and Sustainable 

Development, Education Sector, UNESCO 

 

12.30 PM BREAK 
 
 
2.30 PM SCREENING OF WORDS AND RADICALISATION*, 4: “Origin”, by Elias Sanbar, 

Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of Palestine to UNESCO 

 
 
2.35 PM IV. MEDIA AND THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE: NEW PERSPECTIVES. 

Which initiatives in media and information literacy programmes, including social 

media, could be proposed and scaled-up to promote the values of intercultural 

dialogue and to prevent radicalisation? 

Moderation / Chair: Suheil Shaheen, Cultural Attaché, Permanent Delegation of the 

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to UNESCO 

Rapporteurs: Youth representative and Marius Lukosiunas, Programme Specialist, 

Section for the Freedom of Expression and Media Development, Communication 

and Information Sector, UNESCO 
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Speakers: 

Slim Amamou, Former Secretary of State for youth and Sports, Tunisia 

Divina Frau-Meigs, UNESCO Chair « savoir-devenir in durable digital development: 

mastering information cultures », France 

Chafica Haddad, Deputy Permanent Delegate of Grenada to UNESCO, President of 

IFAP (Information For All Programme) 

Boyan Radoykov, Chief of Section for Universal Access and Preservation, 

Communication and Information Sector, UNESCO 

 

4.30 – 5.30 PM PRESENTATION OF THE FINAL CONCLUSIONS OF THE CONFERENCE 

 

• Outcomes of the four sessions by the young personalities - Introduction: Ann- 

Belinda Preis, Chief of Section for Intercultural Dialogue, Social and Human 

Sciences Sector, UNESCO  

 

• The way forward - the Regional Coordinators of the Euro-Arab Dialogue Initiative: 

Amna Al Balushi, Assistant Secretary-General, Oman National Commission for 

Education, Culture and Science and David Fajolles Secretary-General, French 

National Commission for UNESCO  

 

• Closing remarks by Nada Al-Nashif, Assistant Director-General for Social and 

Human Sciences, UNESCO. 

 

 

 

  



14 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE INTERVENTIONS 

 
Translation: Welcome to the Euro-Arab Summit 

Opening session 

The opening session of the 2016 EADI “Mawaïd – Rendez-vous” conference has been 
moderated by Nada Al-Nashif, Assistant Director-General for Social and Human Sciences at 
UNESCO. The meeting was opened by Eric Falt, Assistant Director-General for External 
Relations and Public Information at UNESCO, on behalf of the Director-General Irina Bokova, 
followed by Carolyn Perry, Director and Head of philanthropy at MBI Al Jaber Foundation, on 
behalf of Sheikh Mohamed Al Jaber, Founder and Chairman of the MBI Al Jaber Foundation and 
also Harald Stranzl, Ambassador, Alternate Permanent Delegate of Austria to UNESCO. The two 
coordinating countries of the initiative were represented on the one hand by Samira Mohamed 
Moosa Al Moosa, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of the Sultanate of Oman to UNESCO, and on 
the other hand by Laurent Stefanini, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of France to UNESCO 
and David Fajolles, Secretary-General of the French National Commission for UNESCO. 

 
Ms Nada Al-Nashif, 

Assistant Director-General for 
Social and Human Sciences at 
UNESCO, highlighted the 
importance of this UNESCO 
conference, gathering an array of 
international experts, national 
representatives, and members of 
civil society together with young 
people from across the Arab and 
European world to support a 
vision for a brighter future. This 
initiative is particularly important 
in the context of an Arab world 
struggling with adversity. The aim 
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of this UNESCO Conference is to provoke encounters between different domains which structure 
the four roundtable sessions of this conference, thanks to the insight provided by various high-
level experts and the role of young personalities.  

Nada Al-Nashif, Assistant Director-

General, Social and Human Sciences 

Sector, UNESCO 

“The health of the Euro-Arab Dialogue 
obviously impacts the global level. At 
the heart of this bi-regional 
relationship are the histories and 
memories of peoples who carry 
forward their common heritage (…)” 

Representing the Director-General of UNESCO, Eric Falt, Assistant Director-General for 

External Relations and Public Information at UNESCO, mentioned the role of the two hundred 

UNESCO National Commissions for UNESCO, which are promoting the values of learning to live 

together and of the valuable mobilisation of sixty National Commissions for UNESCO that have 

been direclty involved in the Euro-Arab Dialogue Initiative. At a time when the need for dialogue 

has never been so important and when societies have never been so connected, this unique 

global network for peace and dialogue forms an unparalleled interface between UNESCO, 

governments and also civil society. Thanks to this involvement, positive examples of 

understanding can be showcased, and new initiatives to strengthen dialogue and mutual respect 

can be undertaken. 

Eric Falt, Assistant Director-General for 

External Relations and Public Information, 

UNESCO 

“We must tackle the critical challenges of 
exclusion - there can be no lasting peace, no 
resilient societies without a sense of fairness, 
justice and equal opportunities. All this 
highlights the importance of the Euro-Arab 
Dialogue and the activities of this network... “ 

 



16 
 

Representing His Excellency Sheikh Mohamed Bin Issa Al Jaber, founder and chairman of 

the MBI Al Jaber Foundation, Carolyn Perry pointed out that the MBI Al Jaber Foundation has 

supported the Euro-Arab Dialogue since its first steps. Throughout the years, the EADI has 

proven to be very much in line with the core activities of the MBI Al Jaber Foundation and the 

vision of its founder and his philanthropic activities since the mid 1990s. These activities are 

based on the three pillars of education, cultural dialogue and good governance and led through 

scholarships, educational programmes such as Connecting Culture, media programmes for a free 

and fair press and also initiatives to preserve endangered cultural heritage. 

Carolyn Perry, Director and Head of 

philanthropy, MBI Al Jaber Foundation 

“The MBI Al Jaber Foundation has as 
its mission building bridges between 
cultures. This is the same mission as 
that of UNESCO.” 

 

The current international context creates the momentum and the proper timing for this 

initiative with a pressing need for dialogue and cooperation in Europe and in the Arab world, as 

Harald Stranzl, Ambassador and Alternate Permanent Delegate of Austria to UNESCO, 

underlined. With streams of refugees and humanitarian crises, deliberate destructions of unique 

cultural heritage, threats on cultural expressions and freedom of speech, there are several issues 

where an effective Euro-Arab dialogue can make a difference. In line with the 2012 Vienna 

Declaration and in Austria’s view some outcomes of the 2016 EADI Conference should be to re-

engage the ASP school network; to identify, under the umbrella of the successful Unite4Heritage 

campaign, heritage protection initiatives in both regions that could be connected and to start a 

discussion platform about culture, traditions and identity in the age of social media; to establish 

a structure of exchange between UNESCO Chairs dealing with concrete dialogue initiatives, best 

practices and successful projects; to identify ways of making the initiative truly intersectoral at 

UNESCO; to create a link with UNESCO Cities Against Racism network in order to engage also 

local governments including on the issues of migrations and social inclusion and cohesion. 
Harald Stranzl, Ambassador, Alternate 

Permanent Delegate of Austria to UNESCO 

“Today, against the growing threats to security 

and stability and the increasing loss of confidence 

by citizens towards state institutions, our answer 

can only be: more dialogue.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Translation: Does it bother you if 
the muezzin sings on Mozart? 
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Oman and France have led the work of National Commissions in this endeavour. On behalf 

of Oman, Samira Mohamed Moosa Al Moosa, Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of Oman 

to UNESCO underlined the continuous work of Oman in this effort for many years. In the context 

of an urgent need imposed by the situation today, the Euro-Arab dialogue forms the basis of 

relations between peoples of both sides. Recalling the important phases of the EADI since 2001, 

the Ambassador expressed her hope for this meeting to come up with an appropriate working 

plan in order to increase cooperation and to reach fairness and justice in an atmosphere of 

brotherhood, thus furthering past joint projects and the role of regional and international 

organisations headed by UNESCO. 

Samira Mohamed Moosa Al Moosa, 

Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of 

Oman to UNESCO 

“We do hope that the young will find 

sufficient place in this civilisational effort 

because they are the renewable power of 

our societies, they will make a better 

future.” 

 

Laurent Stefanini, Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of France to UNESCO welcomed 

the involvement of the French National Commission who celebrated a day before its 70th 

anniversary and who committed itself in the designing and organisation of this conference. By 

the diversity of its society, France wishes to play an important role in the promotion of this 

dialogue between the European world and the Arab world, which is a strong commitment for 

cultural diversity through history and diplomacy. With its 4 million citizens that speak Arabic, 

France is one of the major players in the Euro-Mediterranean process for dialogue. In this 

endeavour, the most promising element is the presence of young personalities in this 

conference, who play a vital role in the deepening of the relations between both regions, 

working together to pass on messages in each of their societies - the European and Arab 

societies.  
Laurent Stefanini, Ambassador and 

Permanent Delegate of France to UNESCO 

“Through history, diplomacy and its 

European commitment for diversity - by 

the diversity of its own society – France 

wishes to play an important role in this 

relation between the European world and the Arab world.” 

 

Representing Daniel Janicot, the President of the French National Commission for 

UNESCO, the Secretary-General David Fajolles further presented the work of France as co-chair 

and hosting country of this initiative on behalf of National Commissions. France has 

accompanied this initiative on different levels throughout the years, particularly with the 

comparative studies undertaken on textbooks. Relaunching this initiative, new perspectives are 

outlined this year, thanks to the quality of the common work undertaken with colleagues from 

Oman, colleagues from all programmes sectors of UNESCO and thanks to the valuable 

contribution of National Commissions for UNESCO in terms of the mobilisation shown for this 

meeting and financial effort for some of them which were essential to the creation of the board 
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of young personalities. The innovative experimental format for this conference aims at creating 

a great interaction between speakers and rapporteurs - the young personalities - in order to try 

and make notions of intercultural dialogue evolve and also to collectively determine the layout 

of an ideal programme of young leaders for the Euro-Arab dialogue, along with the contributions 

of co-rapporteurs experts from UNESCO in each roundtable session. 

David Fajolles, Secretary-General 

of the French National Commission 

for UNESCO 

“Among possible pathways for the 

future of this initiative, is the 

creation of a young leaders 

programme for the Euro-Arab 

Dialogue in UNESCO’s fields of 

competence.” 
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Address: “Culture, a new key-element for geo-political dialogue” by Metin Arditi, 
UNESCO Special Envoy for Intercultural Dialogue  

Metin Arditi, UNESCO Special Envoy for Intercultural dialogue, recalled the importance of 

cultural heritage, as component of peace, especially given the sorrowful context of the 

destruction of cultural heritage over the past few years. These acts of destruction of cultural 

heritage are considered as war crimes since the destruction of Timbuktu monuments. The 

question, however, is whether this law enforcement could be seen as sufficient in the prevention 

of the destruction of cultural heritage. Moreover, Metin Arditi focused on the role of intercultural 

dialogue between East and West, and more particularly on the responsibility of the Western 

world in regard with territorial breakdown, interference in the internal affairs of States, 

colonisation and the subsequent rise of conflicts, which started over more than a century ago. 

Considering the way forward, intercultural dialogue requires a substantial cultural basis, which 

has to be fostered. Nothing he believes is as effective for someone to understand another culture, 

than to have one of his own, as some type of “welcome base”. Promoting culture is another 

important means to counteract these destructive effects. A deep-rooted culture implies a 

political choice by governments in the field of education and the ensuing funds. 

Metin Arditi, UNESCO Special Envoy for 

Intercultural Dialogue 
“Culture is not a luxury at all. Henceforth, the 
luxury is to dispense with culture.” 
 
 

 

 
Translation: “Fundamental dialogue is opposed to fundamentalist dialogue” 
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First session: Preserving and harnessing cultural heritage to achieve 
reconciliation 

This first roundtable session focused on cultural heritage both as one of the pillars of 

Euro-Arab dialogue and also as a field where the impacts of radicalisation and violent extremism 

are particularly obvious. Endangered cultural heritage is also a threat to the diversity of cultural 

expressions and of universal values conveyed. Given the current context of destruction of major 

cultural sites, some perspectives can still be laid out to protect and harness cultural heritage as a 

means to achieve reconciliation. Moderated by Rita Brasil de Brito, the Secretary-General of the 

National Commission of Portugal for UNESCO, this session brought together Moncef Ben 

Moussa, Mounir Bouchenaki, Elias Sanbar and Shadia Touqan. 

 
Translation: Shared Heritage. “A piece for you; a piece for me…” 

Each speaker strove to emphasize how, in his specific field of work, heritage could be 

preserved and used to enable dialogue. All the speakers underlined the fact that the current 

moment in history is one of upheavals and deep change; heritage is both a target and at stake in 

those changes. The key idea is to be able to adapt heritage to the contemporary world while 

preserving what it carries from the past. The most important issue is that of educating younger 

and older generations not only to the importance of heritage but also to its usefulness. Dialogue 

is a fundamental part of culture as it enables cultures to avoid evolving in closed circuits 

thinking they have absolute truths. Among the recommendations that one could suggest, there 

are a few elements which stand out. There is an evident need of thinking how heritage is defined, 

what its purpose is, and then reflect on concrete modes of actions. 
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Translation: Destruction of Palmyra: “By the way, what is Palmyra?” 

“The ‘Charlie Hebdo’ of ancient Syria” 

Moncef Ben Moussa, Director of the Bardo National Museum in Tunisia, pointed out the 
interconnection between human and cultural tragedies: both are either directly or subsequently 
interconnected, cultural heritage being also threatened for its intrinsic symbolic value. In all 
cases, cultural heritage is key element to the prevention of extremism and conflicts: it conveys 
all the memory and the values of openness and dialogue, which are essential for peace and 
reconciliation. The protection of cultural heritage became an urgency to protect the memory and 
say no to the extremism, to protect young people, to defend the cultures of humanity and foster 
dialogue, to develop the notions of division and openness and prevent from isolation and the 
ignorance, in order to defend freedom and foster peace. Preserving cultural heritage requires a 
joint action from cultural actors, governments and civil society. More than ever, culture has to be 
the bearer of a message of peace. In this regard, museums play an essential role, convey a sacred 
dimension and a culture of respect, and reflect the importance to preserve humanity in all its 
dimensions through ages. 

Moncef Ben Moussa, Director of the 
Bardo National Museum, Tunisia 

“Culture has this fundamental role to 
awaken in every human the 
consciousness of his value, to erase 
barriers and to prove that a life in peace 
constitutes the very essence of the human 
being, otherwise he is not human anymore.” 

Mounir Bouchenaki, as Special Advisor to the Director-General on World Heritage, 

underlined the great wealth of the Middle East and North Africa region, reflected on how it could 

become a new space of exchange and dialogue and emphasized the relationship between local 

heritage and a global village where technological advances do not mean better understanding. 

World heritage and dialogue are indispensable as vectors of the Euro-Arab dialogue. We cannot 

ignore the unfortunate misinterpretations and lack of understanding increasing on both sides of 
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the Mediterranean. A new impetus has to be provided to public and private policies initiatives in 

order to combat stereotypes and to promote tolerance, the understanding of the other, both in 

Europe and in the Arab world. Cultural wealth lies in the diversity of dialogue and intercultural 

dialogue is indeed the best possible guarantee for peace to reject conflict and the so-called clash 

of civilisations - and cultural heritage can be a vector of this dialogue. Understanding the 

different cultures and religions of the Mediterranean can contribute to reducing the hatred 

spreading through fundamentalism in the world. What is needed is a common vision and 

horizon – through tourism and heritage for instance - to share dreams on which we can work 

together. 
Mounir Bouchenaki, Special Advisor to 

the Director-General of UNESCO on World 
Heritage 

“As the contemporary world is 

increasingly interconnected, we talk 

about a ‘global village’ thanks to digital 

revolution and the development of new 

information and communication 

technologies and also thanks to international travel that has 

developed extensively. However, we need to admit that 

these breakthroughs from the technological standpoint are 

not reflected in the behaviour of individuals, in other words 

the ‘wish to live together’.” 

 
From the point of view of Elias Sanbar, Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of Palestine 

to UNESCO, the analysis of the current time of upheaval has to take into account its inherent 

complexity. The search of concrete modes of action is linked to the comprehension of what is 

happening. We are witnessing a global war between cultures who equally believe to hold the 

absolute truth. Defending this latter has led to various forms of totalitarism because it implies to 

eradicate what stands outside of a system of values. Another issue is that the very people leaving 

on the territories of these unfolding disasters are often complicits in destructions of cultural 

heritage. Therefore, threat is not always external and such acts of self-mutilation regarding 

cultural heritage are both a paradox and the symptom of a deeper problem. In response to these 

issues, Elias Sanbar pointed out some considerations: first of all, every person is the repository 

of the memory and the history of a whole culture and education plays a key role in that respect. 

Besides, despite their diversity, cultures do not respond to any hierarchy: eradicate all rankings 

is essential to be more receptive to diversity. Contexts might be different but all cultures should 
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be considered in an equal relationship. Thirdly, our identity as individuals should be seen a 

pluralistic way: there is no singular identity: plurality is our wealth, and we are constantly 

integrating new elements. Therefore, our roots and identity lies ahead of us rather than behind 

us. 
Elias Sanbar, Ambassador, 

Permanent Delegate of Palestine to 

UNESCO 

“Our roots are ahead of us, not 

behind us. We are what we become. 

As soon as we accept this idea, we will choose life instead of 

decline and its inherent madness which we are currently 

witnessing.” 

 

 
Translation: “There is no absolute thruth. … Unless I am mistaken!” 

Ms Shadia Touqan, architect and urban planner, emphasized on the need of a flexible and 

dynamic approach in post-conflict recovery situations, by identifying priorities for assessing, 

handling and recovering physical damages and ensuring the application of relevant international 

laws and conventions. Some historic cities in the Middle East, such as Aleppo, Sana’a, Jerusalem, 

Nablus, Fez, Cairo and others were and still are fine examples of living cities providing shelter 

and housing, commercial, cultural educational and religious functions for the community living 

within their borders and beyond. Targeted destruction of cultural heritage deprives 

communities from their links to history and heritage, memory. Facing realities on the ground 

implies a joint work from heritage professional and practicioners involved in recovery and 

restoration efforts, with other professionals and local planners, architects, engineers, lawyers, in 

a comprehensive participatory approach with the community, involving women, youth, 

community and religious leaders. In post-conflict situations, cultural heritage plays a key role in 

re-introducing a sense of shared history and common identity bringing together various groups: 

policy makers and professionals have the responsibility to spread this idea through their actions. 
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Shadia Touqan, Architect/Urban 
Planner, International Expert in 

Architectural Preservation and 
Revitalisation of Historic Cities, Sweden 

“The destruction of a house or a 
residential building in an historic area 
which has been devastated by war 
usually means more than the loss of a 
residence. For most people returning 
from their forced exile the severe damage to their cities means 
the loss of their ‘wider’ home and the loss of a way of life and 
identity.” 

 
Haythem El Mekki, Journalist, member of the board of 

Young Personalities (Tunisia) 

“In some circles, culture has 

become a flaw and there is a 

certain demonisation of culture 

which leads to populism, 

sometimes to fascism and it is 

important to consider the role of 

media as industry of 

entertainment where culture 

becomes rare. (…) Culture is 

becoming scarce in media sector.” 

In response to the presentations by speakers, the board of Young Personalities launched a 
debate on several aspects. Haythem El Mekki commented on the responsibility of media and 
entertainment industry regarding the transmission of culture. The lack of information or 
disinformation and the way social media can turn to digital ghettos is quite important, especially 
considering the fact that algorithms of social media create a closed loop and a redundancy of 
similar opinions. Therefore, it is important to consider the content that passes through social 
media. Lourenço Xavier de Carvalho reflected on how cultural diversity and heritage goes 
along with the universal values they convey and addressed a proposal for those universal values 
being considered a fundamental immaterial World Heritage, supporting a broader, more 
panoramic and shared vision of the protection of human heritage and diversity. Javier Lesaca 
commented on the concept of “culture”, noting that terrorist groups are creating a new “culture” 
through the ideology they convey and this fact raises the issue of effective ways to counteract 
the attraction of this negative culture by positive values. Magdalena Pinker underlined the 
difficulty to resolve the problem of illicit trafficking of cultural property in countries where 
human survival is the most prominent issue. Omar Azzabi focused on the significant difference 
of means between European countries and conflict areas regarding activities and initiatives to 
foster dialogue through education and the necessity to rethink and find new ways to provide 
education. Antonia Blau commented on the notion of “shared cultural heritage” which is not 
often effective since many sites have become the expression of contest and that the most 
important are the future cultural heritage sites that have to be created. 

 
Antonia Blau, European Bureau Director at 
the Goethe Institute in Brussels, member of 

the board of Young Personalities (Germany) 

“Actually, very much to the contrary to the 
idea of sharing cultural heritage, those sites 
are many times the actual example of 
contest.” 
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Presentation of 15 years of the Euro-Arab Dialogue Initiative: Outputs 
and perspectives 

 

In its 15 years of existence, the Euro-Arab Dialogue has established some concrete paths of 
cooperation between Europe and the Arab World. This session, moderated by David Fajolles, 
the Secretary-General of the French National Commission for UNESCO, brought an insight of 
some major initiatives: an educational toolkit, a comparative study of textbooks, the Vienna 
Declaration, with presentations from representatives from National Commissions of Oman, 
France, Slovenia, Lebanon and Poland. 

 

 
Translation: “Tea or coffee? “This is precisely the subject of our debate at the moment!” 

Ms Amna Al Balushi, Assistant Secretary-General of the National Commission of 
Oman for UNESCO, introduced the Connecting Cultures Initiative, led by her National 
Commission and reflected on the importance of dialogue today. This initiative, funded by the 
Sultan Qaboos Higher Centre for Culture and Science and the MBI Al Jaber Foundation, gathers 
a group of young people from different backgrounds in the middle of the Omani desert for five 
days during which they have the opportunity to discuss different issues linked to culture, 
politics, stereotypes, extremism and what one can do about it. The Connecting Cultures 
Initiative succeeds in creating a network, effective before the trip and lasting afterwards, with a 
great spreading of experience and impact. The young personality from Oman, Nujaida Al 
Maskari, who has also attended this program talked about the effect it had on her and on other 
attendees and how they realized that their similarities are much more than their differences. 

Commenting on the comparative study of textbooks undertaken in the previous years 
within the framework of EADI, the French expert Jacqueline Costa-Lascoux, Research director 
at CNRS in France, talked about the influence of the Euro-Arab dialogue on future generations 
and how it is favoring a common universal heritage. The Euro-Arab Dialogue is also about joint 
research and comparative studies in education. The comparative study on textbooks in the 
framework of the Euro-Arab Dialogue brought together several National Commissions and 
especially the French and Moroccan National Commissions who took the lead of this study, 



26 
 

during ten years. This study on his history, geography and literature textbooks aimed at 
confronting our representations of other countries and led to the construction of an analysis grid 
of these textbooks thanks to an in-depth study of issues related to stereotypes, science and 
language. It also brought forward the essential role of borrowings in the development of arts, 
sciences, technologies and languages; the importance of considering international resources in 
textbooks; the comparative viewpoints of individual and collective memory on locations or 
events; differences ways of viewing migration flows; the way culture itself is considered, either 
as past / living and evolving heritage; and the question of universal values, beyond differences. 
More than a year after this publication, there are still ongoing issues, which appeal to deepen our 
comprehension of radicalisation among young people and that of obstacles between ideals, 
speeches and debates on human rights and the pervading obscurantism. 

Jacqueline Costa-Lascoux, Research 

Director at CNRS, France 

“We should acknowledge that we might 

not have been very good in showing 

that democracy and human rights 

constitute a cultural openness, that is 

to say not only an openness to 

knowledge, not only the transmission of past heritage, but that 

there is a sort of defeat, not exactly of the mind but of 

pedagogy in this matter. So let us try to open ourselves to 

other means.” 

Started in Lisbon, the working group on the educational toolkit project, directed by 
Halina Grzymała-Moszczyńska, Professor of psychology at the Jagiellonian University of 
Krakow, aims at a comprehensive approach on interdependance and solidarity, human rights, 
understanding, peace, and fundamental commonly shared values which need to be 
contextualised of background of European and Arab people. Some important questions should 
be raised such as personal identity, the otherness, differences and similarities, the latter of 
which may be found in fairytales, cuisine, legends and proverbs. 

In 2016, "Connecting Cultures Slovenia" has been started as a pilot project strongly 
inspired by the "Connecting Cultures powerful, innovative journeys of intercultural dialogue in 
the deserts of Oman. The first "Triglav National Park Euro-Arab Expedition took place in 
Slovenia´s gorgeous Alpine National Park, bringing together 5 young students from Arab 
countries and 4 students from European countries. The young participants explored the natural 
surroundings during their everyday hikes and engaged themselves in several workshops and 
debates on intercultural dialogue and other important topics. Gašper Hrastelj, Deputy 
Secretary-General of the Slovenian National Commission for UNESCO - who himself 
participated in that expedition - brought forward the benefits of such cooperation. In the 
aftermath of the refugee crises, Slovenia tried to bring together these young people and as well 
as local communities. The importance of such cooperation for youth and communities in 
general also echoes the recent Arab human development report produced by UNDP.  

On behalf of the Lebanese National Commission for UNESCO, Zahida Darwiche Jabbour 
reflected on how dialogue is not only important between Euro-Arab but also within one’s 
country in order to counteract stigmatization, xenophobia and radicalism. She also retraced the 
steps of the Euro-Arab Dialogue Initiative since it first started in 2001, the results of different 
working groups, achievements and aspects still under development. 

This overview has been complemented by Sławomir Ratajski, Secretary-General of 
the Polish National Commission for UNESCO, who underlined the importance of concrete 
programmes on national scale and especially educational programmes in schools aiming at 
fostering openness to other cultures, such as teaching about culture of Islam and other cultures. 
Showing by comparison the context of different identities, cultural diversity and possible 
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understanding of human being in larger scale can be reflected in textbooks and in interactive 
classes. Concrete activities and programmes of such kind, already undertaken over the past 15 
years, should be further developed in this Euro-Arab Dialogue Initiative. 

  

 

 

Translation: “Turn around, dead end” 
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Second session: What role for local governments in the Euro-Arab 
Dialogue Initiative? 

 

The second roundtable session of the conference addressed the actual and potential role of 

local governments for the Euro-Arab Dialogue covering local views and good practice on the 

topic. Both municipalities and regions are involved in various educational and cultural 

cooperation initiatives between Europe and the Arab world, through UNESCO programmes and 

local initiatives. Henry Frendo, Chairman of the Maltese National Commission for UNESCO, 

moderated this session, with interventions from Golda El-Khoury, Bertrand Gallet, Ziad 

Hawat and Nacer Kettane. 

 

Bertrand Gallet, Director-General of Cités Unies France, put emphasis on the strength of 
the territory, as the basis of any cooperation in decentralized cooperation that leverages links of 
cooperation to foster international action of local governments. Territorial management opens 
on the necessity for mayors and elected representatives to work with their international 
counterparts. This is exemplified by the actions of the Cités Unies France network, led by 
Mayors, which has conducted a wide range of local-level collaborative initiatives among 
different regions in areas such as intercultural dialogue and conflict resolution. Within this 
network, exchanges between youth in various cities have also ensured cooperation among 
regions. The management of cultural minorities is besides of high importance: local communities 
are indeed important actors for the implementation of the global strategy of cooperation. 

Ziad Hawat, Mayor of Byblos, focused on the role of local governments as actors of 

change, addressing youth unemployment, lack of education, poverty, weak health system and 

connected social problems and described the multicultural nature and the multiplicity of 

confessions that characterize Lebanese societies. Pointing out that this rich diversity can be a 

source of strength, he emphasized the robust benefits of collaborating with a wide range of city-
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level partnerships that Byblos enjoys, such as with the Resilient Cities Programme of The 

Rockefeller Foundation and with the International Association of Francophone Mayors. The 

importance of sustaining the well-being of youth, including in the areas of education, 

employment and health, enables the creation of peaceful and tolerant societies.  

 
Translation: Unemployment is at the root of terrorism. “Come close to me, we are going to reduce 

unemployement figures.” 

Nacer Kettane, Director of Beur FM radio station, focused on the value of developing the 

will of all stakeholders to sustain a horizontal dialogue – as opposed to a vertical dialogue – then 

genuine change can emerge. Underscoring the need to rethink and invent dialogue, he stressed 

that the denial of culture, women’s rights and freedom of media, including social media, will not 

lead to dialogue opportunities. Furthermore, the “Arab world” is not easy to define and is not a 

singular entity: its inner diversity should be put forward and analyzed as well as the contextual 

ideologies lying underneath. Innovative solutions could work on the development of the 

recognition of cultural and religious minorities in Arab countries and on the development of 

secularism, which urges to further develop actions with civil societies and media. 

Nacer Kettane, Member of the French 
Economic, Social and Environmental Council 

and Director of Beur FM radio station 
(France) 

“We cannot expect dialogue if peoples are 

still oppressed, popular cultures denied, civil 

societies denied, women’s empowerment 

denied and alternative media stifled.” 

 

Golda El-Khoury, Chief of Section for Inclusion and Rights at the Social and Human 
Sciences Sector of UNESCO, emphasized the central role of cities as centres of migration, 



30 
 

diversity, connectivity and innovation, and as key actors in the promotion of inclusion and 
positive social transformations. Interrelated societal challenges characterized by exclusion, 
discrimination and marginalisation could serve as key factors in creating the conditions of 
radicalisation and violent extremism. A number of programmes have demonstrated a great 
potential, such as UNESCO’s urban networks dedicated to advancing different dimensions of 
sustainable urban development. This includes the International Coalition of Inclusive and 
Sustainable Cities – ICCAR, which has undertaken several actions to address the challenges of 
integration of refugees and migrants, within the framework of the initiative “Welcoming Cities 
for Refugees: Promoting Inclusion and Protecting Rights”. The arrival of refugees and migrants 
into cities either in the Arab world or in Europe has direct effect on cities governance: it 
highlights the importance of cities as key actors in the promotion of inclusion and their capacity 
to make positive changes. Moreover, various programmes have been implemented to valorize 
the key role of youth in strengthening inclusion and demonstrate the crucial importance of a 
Euro-Arab partnership. The interconnections between these examples highlight the significance 
of a multidisciplinary and holistic action, with a special focus on the full engagement of young 
women and men, and the full support of all partners and stakeholders. Local stakeholders have 
an immense potential for dialogue and collaboration, including within the context of the Euro-
Arab Dialogue Initiative. 

 

 
Translation: Cooperation. “Collaborating with a united Maghreb is much easier.” “Instead of retail trade, 

aren’t you interested in wholesale trade?” 

Following the interventions of speakers, the debate led by the board Young Personalities 
focused firstly on the involvement of youth in terrorism and the issue of integration, as Edric 
Zahra pointed out, mentioning the contradiction between the multiplicity of measures taken in 
this field and the current increase of young (teenage) people in the recruitment among terrorist 
organisations. Omar Azzabi raised the issue of concrete and appropriate policy responses to 
identity problems and to discrimination and unemployment in order to counteract the rise of 
extremism. In response to the idea that terrorism is triggered by poverty, Haythem El Mekki 
underlined the fact that poverty is not always at the source of it. The ideological basis of 
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terrorism is Wahhabi Salafism, which is however not easily discussed due to the complexity of 
diplomatic relations between Arab States. Reme Sakr, of the Syria Trust for 
Development, commented on the confinement of important initiatives and programmes from 
civil society in some countries like Syria where youth networks for instance are particularly 
active but actually lack visibility and support on international scale. 
 

 

 

 

Address: Francesco Rutelli, Chair of the Priorità Cultura (Culture First) and of 

Incontro di Civiltà (Civilisations Meeting)  

Mr Francesco Rutelli, Chair of the Priorità Cultura and of Incontro di Civiltà in Italy, 

focused on the need to bridge, through culture, distances created by the changes occurring in 

today’s societies, thanks to culture: fighting destructions, helping reconstructing but also 

creating significant ties in and between our societies. Converging culture, big data, science and 

education, cultural diversity and pluralism can effectively be fostered, without cultural hierarchy 

and in a common work, through UNESCO. After the destructions dating back to the Second 

World War, new forms of iconoclasm today target deliberate destruction of cultural heritage. But 

this is not a Western issue: it’s a universal one. Preserving cultural heritage could support 

cultural tourism and jobs creation. Sharing of a systematic three-dimensional documentation of 

cultural heritage in danger is a contemporary need. Awareness raising through creativity in 

order to eradicate the roots of hate and radicalism is a political and moral imperative. 

Francesco Rutelli, Chair of the Priorità 
Cultura (Culture First) 

and of Incontro di Civiltà, Italy 

“We share a choice. In a complex world, we 

are here to promote a vibrant cultural 

diversity […]: it is the condition for peace, the 

condition for economic growth, it is the 

indispensable condition for humanism in the 

21st century.” 
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Translation: I am Charlie. I am Charia. I am Charlie. 

 

Address: H.E. Dr. Michael Worbs, Chairperson of the Executive Board of UNESCO 

Closing the working sessions of the first day, the Chairperson of the Executive Board, Mr 

Michael Worbs, came to express the importance of the Euro-Arab Dialogue Initiative and the 

support of the Executive Board of UNESCO in the efforts undertaken in this field. Both as a 

means to promote dialogue between civilisations and cultures and as a manifestation of a 

culture of peace, the Euro-Arab dialogue has raised the interest of members of the Executive 

Board who encouraged UNESCO Secretariat to further develop this axis in a cross-disciplinary 

approach. In an increasingly interconnected world, bounds between people are paradoxically 

fragile and crumble easily. The power of dialogue and exchange between cultures plays a key 

role in terms of peace and contributes to foster a new understanding between people and 

cultures that is crucial. 

Michael WORBS, Chairperson of the 

Executive Board of UNESCO 

“Our world is more interconnected 

than ever. But this interconnectivity 

does not necessarily transform itself 

into stronger bonds between peoples. 

(…) Thus, we must encourage, 

applaud, promote and celebrate any and all initiatives that 

help foster new and innovative ways to promote mutual 

understanding, respect and tolerance between peoples and 

cultures.” 
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Third session: How can education contribute to prevent violent 
extremism and promote social inclusion?  

 

This third roundtable session dealt with the role of education in the prevention of violent 

extremism in the European and Arab regions, in order to develop pedagogies that promote 

active citizenship, critical thinking and intercultural competencies. Moderated by Mohamed 

Benabdelkader, Deputy Secretary-General of the Moroccan National Commission for UNESCO, 

and thanks to the contributions of Asiem El Difraoui, Michel Foucher, Michèle Hassen and 

Soo Hyang Choi, this panel discussion covered various aspects of the issue, beyond the formal 

education system, and emphasized in particular the need to reinforce intercultural competences 

amongst youth, in and out of school. 

Translation: Jihadists know how to attract young people. “I have come to Syria to hunt Pokemons!” 

Mr Asiem El Difraoui, political scientist, came back on the roots of violent extremism and 
the creation of dangerous ideologies, starting with the meaning of terms such as ‘islamism’ and 
especially the term ‘jihadism’ its use and the underlying distorsions. Jihadis created an ideology 
but also grand narratives which steal Islamic key concepts and symbols in order to create radical 
new concepts and meanings, with lies that affect the whole world, considering the current 
impact and extent of the related events. Education plays an essential role in that respect, since 
many young people are indoctrinated from the very young age with lies and dangerous 
ideological overlappings, which are even reflected in new textbooks conveying such ideologies. 
We talk about inclusive education but there is still no in-depth confrontation with jihadi 
distortion and and the root causes of jihadism. Therefore, there is an urgent need to react 
rapidly in terms of educational initiatives especially Irak and Syria. The dangers are also felt in 
European society, since deradicalisation works only with powerful tools. Counter-narratives are 
also needed, even though this notion in itself implies we position ourselves to counter something 
but we must also reflect on our own narrative, and must confront jihad narratives with a 
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powerful vision from our societies. Educational systems also must be questioned and be 
accompanied by the encouragement of independent critical thinking about history and the start 
an open debate about what Islam is and what the role of Islam in society should be. In that 
respect, teaching materials are cornerstones, as they can show our common roots and what we 
have more in common than what divides us. 

Translation: Deradicalisation. “We will start by letting this Kalachnikov down” 
 

Ms Soo Hyang Choi, Director of the Division for Teaching, Learning and Content at 
UNESCO, presented the UNESCO “Guide for teachers to prevent violent extremism” to be 
completed by a guide for policy-makers, in the process of drafting. Some unanswered questions 
have to be faced, such as the realistic purpose of education against violent extremism. Even 
though there are no preventing measures that could warrant a full success, education can help 
remove the breeding ground for the formation of a violent extremist mindset. A central element 
in the fight against violent extremism is also the respect and recognition for diversity, a 
prerequesite for dialogue and democratic process. A paradigm shift in education is needed and 
reflected in educational measures: in educational policy, in curriculums, and in school 
environments promoting inclusion and respect for diversity which are conducive to inculcate 
belonginess, empathy, sympathy, solidarity, tolerance, pluralistic perspective, respect for 
democratic process and dialogue. What we aim for is important to be identified in parallel with a 
reflection on where we are. The best defense against violent extremism can be reached on the 
one hand in the mind of students through resilience in education, which deals with the ability 
not to indulge in simplistic messages focusing on cultural differences. On the other hand, trust 
must be built between children and school, in order not only to allow educational systems to 
exercice their authority but also to make schools a safe place for debate, free of stigmatization, 
exclusion and violence. 

 

 

For Michel Foucher, geographer and diplomat, violent extremism is the deathly 

conjunction of a supply and a demand. There is a gap between teaching and knowledge. 
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Graduates are involved in these radicalisation phenomena, and they are as involved as the 

people coming from under-priviledged background. Radicalisation is the deadly relation 

between supply and demand: the supply is resulting from the chaos coming from the Syrian and 

Irak space: it is a modern supply driven by apocalyptic discourses of death, this latter being the 

fundamental motivation. These movements have not been stopped when they appeared and 

have expanded, creating attraction and showcasing an archaic dimension in their interpretation 

of Islam while being simultaneously utterly occidental, with a Hollywood twist. There is a real 

failure of diplomatic work in an Orient that has become a land of blood. This current 

radicalisation movement is more home-grown, involving middle-class with an action narrative, 

linked to different drivers (social and economic) and personal factors - a narrative from hero to 

zero. De-radicalisation programmes being rather unsuccessful, new solutions can be found 

through imams training and promotion of secularism. Some training resources should also be 

reconsidered in Europe and, moreover, textbooks and curricula could be more open to global 

history and teach about the oriental part of our history. This goes beyond promoting diversity, 

this is about our common history.  

Michel Foucher, Geographer, former 
Ambassador, holder of the Chair of Applied 

Geopolitics at the Collège d’études mondiales, 
Paris, France 

“I would say that radicalisation is the deadly 

relation between supply and demand.” 

 
Translation: “Of course, the extras are Arabs, but the technique is Hollywoodian.” 

 

Questioning in what way educational policies can effectively contribute to prevent violent 

extremism, Michèle Hassen, Academy inspector in France, presented the Radicalisation 

Awareness Network, a European network founded by the European Commisssion in 2011, with 

an active working group launched in 2015, aiming at identifying good practices in schools 
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(primary, middle schools and even universities to prevent violent extremism) and bringing 

together education practitioners in order to identify good practices and propose syntheses, 

educational tools and approaches, around a Manifesto on education. A practical approach on the 

issue should take into account four main points: the role of teachers and educators, the role of 

school institutions and teaching communities providing a safe democratic space, the role of the 

youth and the role of civil society partners (associations). Some responses to the issue would be 

to identify and accompany youth at risk, to develop critical thinking through debates, media 

literacy and updated textbooks, to promote active citizenship by creating an educational 

environment open to intercultural dialogue, responsibility and solidarity. 

 

Anne-Clémentine Larroque, 

Historian and teacher at Sciences Po 

Paris, member of the board of Young 

Personalities (France) 

“Nowadays, colonial history is taught 

in a different way and I think that 

there is clearly a problem regarding 

identity of young people we teach to; and accepting the 

oriental part is indeed important but they are not necessarily 

aware of the fact they also belong to the oriental world.” 

From the board of Young Personalities, Anne-Clémentine Larroque launched the debate 

underlining a current issue for the teaching community in France and abroad which is the lack of 

adapted teaching material, in regard with identity issues and the link between national history 

and that of other countries represented in cultural minorities. Besides, given the difficulty for 

pupils to understand the meaning of values that are taught, it is important to find new ways to 

raise awareness and to complete adapted theoretical approaches by innovative practical 

workshops to develop critical thinking. Lourenço Xavier de Carvalho reflected on the limited 

plasticity of most educational systems, in which innovative ideas cannot flourish extensively and 

raised the question whether change can be effectively brought if the system itself does not 
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evolve and if part of our efforts in the education sector do not address this need of matching 

“demand and supply”, influencing educational policy. Amr Salama talked on the difficulty to 

change education in the Middle East, which would be a very long process. Given the discrepancy 

between the number of Arab speakers in the world and available information in Arabic online - 

he urged to invest on one thing: Arabic content online. Karim Kattan stressed the fact that 

violent extremism is not only an issue in the Arab world and that the development of different 

mechanisms to counteract extremism should take this factor into account. Haythem El Mekki 

pointed out that education does not start at school but with the family and the underlying 

problem is that children are raised with a mindset that responds to an entrenched dichotomy: 

the believers and the infidels. This mindset has dangerous consequences and only education can 

counteract it. 
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Fourth session: Media and the Euro-Arab Dialogue: new perspectives 

 

Moderated by Suheil Shaheen, the cultural attaché of the Permanent Delegation of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to UNESCO, this fourth roundtable dealt with initiatives in media 
that could be proposed to promote the values of intercultural dialogue and prevent 
radicalisation. Slim Amamou, Divina Frau-Meigs, Chafica Haddad and Boyan Radoykov 
proposed new approaches on media and information literacy, with regard to education, the 
strengthening of universal access to information, and the development of skills of critical 
assessment of communication with new information technologies and social media. 

 
In his capacity as software specialist and blogger, Slim Amamou, Former Secretary of 

State for youth and sports in Tunisia, presented the undoubted power of Internet as a cultural 

vector for self-education, providing culture to youth. Educational systems have not adapted to 

this new reality: in effect, passing knowledge is no longer a problem and the core issues schools 

should focus on today is to teach children to share knowledge with their peers. Meta-education 

in the formal educational system is therefore essential and having a critical point of view could 

help in fighting radicalisation. Young people today are no longer just receivers, they are also 

transmitters of information and therefore, they should be given the way to distinguish between 

truth and false information and also the difference between faith and belief (not only religion) 

and science. Passing on knowledge only is useless and obsolete now. We should teach children 

to teach others, their peers. Some obstacles UNESCO should both address and help to bring 

down are: i) the intellectual property system which hinders the sharing of information in 

particular in third-world countries; ii) a technical aspect related to social media which act as 

large centralisers services (Facebook, Twitter…) and impose rules to their users: it is a form of 

censorship on information. Regarding the content, ancestral knowledge is not passed on enough 

and its transmission should be facilitated, however, the rest of our efforts should focus on 

sharing and learning methods. Lastly, it is important to bear in mind that radicals are young 

people who need aspirations and ideals: therefore, fighting radicalism should focus on ways 
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which could help substitute and fill the ideological vacuum with positive ideals (such as the 

Mediterranean itself). 

Slim Amamou, Former Secretary of State 

for Youth and Sports, Tunisia 

“Young people today are no longer just 

receivers, they are also transmitters of 

knowledge and information. Therefore, they 

should be able to distinguish between truth 

and false information.” 

 
Shifting from the dark side of media to their potential, Divina Frau-Meigs, holder of a 

UNESCO Chair, highlighted the omnipresence of media in most of our daily activities, at least in 

Europe. From and in the media, we can find solutions. Considering the era of sharing we have 

entered in, 21st century medias have to be integrated in today’s educational system. Schools are 

a place where mediation happens and also a place to live for youth. In this respect, providing 

access to information should be completed by a work on the ability to distinguish true 

information from false one. Media capital is not shared by all equally and therefore there are still 

great inequalities to be tackled, even though access to media is wide enough. Therefore, 

educational systems have to be reinvented, to adapt to the digital world so as to allow young 

people to project themselves into their future without fear. A critical approach on media and 

information literacy has to be built: both by identifying propaganda and also by being active 

online, sharing information. Among young people, research shows that radical speech does not 

emerge in social media but from a feeling of injustice (rather than poverty). They reach a point 

of no-return that induces them to break away from society and to look for action through 

networks that are geared to indoctrinate them. The real challenge today for researchers is linked 

to training: upscaling current experiences carried out through the world, which should be 

replicated in an inclusive approach. Developing critical thinking can be achieved through: 

understanding media (thanks to new tools), criticizing media (propaganda identification, 
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forming of one’s own opinion) and creating media (publication of information online). When we 

take recent conflicts out of the scene, our common heritage remains, as the basis of intercultural 

dialogue that can be turned into digital creations (gaming, storytelling…). Her TEDx Talk on 

critical media education can be found on YouTube. 

Divina Frau-Meigs, UNESCO Chair « savoir-
devenir in durable digital development: 

mastering information cultures », France 

“The effectiveness of a critical education to 

media can be measured by a change of 

behaviour and attitude, a recognition of 

values, of rights and of the human beings 

who stand behind and who should be 

respected.” 

Ms Chafica Haddad, Deputy Permanent Delegate of Grenada to UNESCO and President of 

IFAP, presented the Information for All Programme (IFAP), an intergovernmental programme of 

UNESCO established in 2001 to provide a platform for international policy discussions and 

guidelines for action in the area of access to information and knowledge and to support the 

participation of all in the knowledge societies: it promotes international reflection and debate on 

the ethical, legal and societal challenges of information society, widens access to information in 

the public domain, helps the production of local content and foster the availability of indigenous 

knowledge, sets the use of international standards and best practices in communication and 

information in UNESCO's fields of competence; and creates information and knowledge societies 

networking at local, national, regional and international levels. Fostering equitable and universal 

access to information and knowledge can be achieved through empowerment of people through 

media and information literacy, new means to exchange views against violent extremism for 

youth, moving beyond social, cultural and linguistic borders, and developing new forms of global 

citizenship for peace and development.  

Chafica Haddad, Deputy Permanent 
Delegate of Grenada to UNESCO, 

President of IFAP (Information For All 
Programme) 

“We need a holistic approach for a 

combined set of competencies 

(knowledge, skills and attitude) from 

both Information and Media Literacy which is absolutely 

necessary for life and work.” 

The work of UNESCO on media and information literacy has been presented by Mr Boyan 

Radoykov, Chief of Section at the Communication and Information Sector of UNESCO, who 

outlined the major challenges and realizations over the last two years in the area of preventing 

violent extremism. In a world flooded by information, UNESCO is leading an awareness-raising 

work, through the organization of major international events and conferences, the elaboration of 

plans of actions and the implementation of specific projects and legislation to counter violent 

extremism.  In an ever-expanding cyberspace, with new supports and ways to communicate, 

dialogue should be improved by training youth in receiving, processing and reproducing 

information. Media and information literacy skills help counter online propaganda and enable 

youth to differentiate accurate information from the wrong one, coming from the Internet and 

social media. Among the various successful projects led by UNESCO, a media and information 

literacy kit has been produced so as to be used as part of the curriculum materials in educational 
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systems at schools and universities in Arab countries. Besides, UNESCO organizes workshops 

and regional forums on empowering children and youth in the digital age. In his intervention, Mr 

Radoykov also stressed that the concerted effort initiated by UNESCO on fighting radicalization 

of young people leading to violence must be relentlessly pursued by all relevant national and 

international stakeholders. Despite the real progress achieved, the mobilization around it should 

remain very high on the international agenda of decision-makers, since “this blind violence, 

which is spreading around and breaking the hopes of youth, is unquestionably intolerable, but it 

must be admitted that the struggle against violent extremism cannot be won only by the force of 

weapons, repression or online censorship. The real battle that we will have to win is the one for 

the minds of our youth, for their hearts, is the one of the ideas and the universal values of our 

civilization.” 

 
Translation: “You must learn to say ‘Twitallah’”. 

 

Belabbès Benkredda, Social 

innovator, writer, television 

commentator and government 

consultant in public diplomacy. 

Member of the board of Young 

Personalities (Germany) 

“We need a paradigm shift from access to information towards 

access to conversation, access to critical thinking, and access 

to debate. (…) Freedom of speech does not have a democratic 

mandate, nor does Silicon Valley, for that matter. We need to 

look at the public sphere in its full structural complexity, and 

foster constructive discourse through a comprehensive 

approach.” 
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The debate animated by the board of Young Personalities started with Belabbès 

Benkredda, who underlined the challenging grounds on which discourses are rooted and noted 

that access to information is not a solution in and of itself. Rather, it must be accompanied by 

meaningful access to conversation, to critical thinking, and to debate. Moreover, he emphasized 

the pivotal importance of facts as the connective tissue of conversation in the public sphere, 

adding: “Facts are what we know; opinion is what we believe. If the distinction between the two 

is blurred, debate becomes devoid of purpose". Omar Azzabi highlighted the dilemma between 

universal access to information and radicalisation and the idea to help individuals to filter 

information. This raises the question what tools UNESCO should work on in order to secure 

universal access to information by reaching youth and with a long term-vision. Amr Salama 

commented on the role of the Internet and the need to counteract two major enemies that are 

propaganda - in some cases by official regims - and extremists. Many instances are trying to 

hijack the online sphere and especially social media and it is thus important to further promote 

online platforms fostering critical thinking. Teija Hanna Savolainen commented on the 

difficulty to find positive messages in our information societies and asked how hate speech can 

be tackled and non-violent communication promoted in such context. Joudy El-Asmar pointed 

out that poverty, as the major problem of social justice, is at the core of current issues on both 

sides of the Mediterranean, thus creating a shared distress, which can be also a vector of 

dialogue among youth of both regions. Javier Lesaca completed the debate noting that we might 

be underestimating the radical messages which are also capable to spread modern and 

attractive values for the targeted audiences, hence the difficulty of the challenge to develop 

critical thinking. Omar Azzabi noted that given the importance of disinformation and that of the 

images of terrorism in media, reforms in education are not sufficient: conducting debates on 

those images could be more efficient than keeping them as taboo for youth. 

Amr Salama, Film director, blogger, screenwriter and writer, 

member of the board of Young 

Personalities (Egypt) 

“Now more than ever, we have to 

rush and join this chase, to 

promote activists, to promote an 

ethical thinking, to promote 

platforms that actually can stand 

out in this chase and really can be 

an opposite to both enemies (…): propaganda of the regimes and 

secondly extremists who are using this sphere to spread more 

hatred and violence.” 
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Presentation of the final conclusions of the Conference 

 

In her capacity as Chief of the Intercultural Dialogue Section of UNESCO, Ms Ann-Belinda 

Preis opened the final session on the outcomes of the conference and presented the proposals 

that Young Personalities issued on the themes of the conference. She also underlined the 

importance of the board of Young Personalities for the conference itself and beyond. Indeed, 

Young Personalities have gathered their skills and expertise to define what to focus on and what 

mechanisms should be put in place, the challenges and risks and ways of cooperation to put 

forward. The Board of Young Personalities, which has been active during the whole conference, 

structuring the debates after each roundtable session has also worked on the margins of the 

sessions along with experts from UNESCO Secretariat in order to make synthesis of their 

viewpoints and reach a consensual text of recommendations (presented hereafter in this 

publication). 

Three of the Young Personalities took the floor at the invitation of Ann-Belinda Preis in 

order to present some collective reflections formed during the informal working session of the 

Board of Young Personalities that morning: Lourenço Xavier de Carvalho for Education, Paolo 

Petrocelli on Culture and Belabbès Benkredda on Media presented each some first outcomes of 

this collective reflection from the board of young experts. 

 

On behalf of Oman National Commission for UNESCO, Ms Amna Al Balushi praised the 

active involvement of young personalities in this meeting and wished they could have had a 

greater space for debate. In a context which calls for dialogue, the Euro-Arab Initiative is crucial 

and should be strengthened by a further support from UNESCO in the future (inclusion of the 

EADI within the C5 programme and budget of UNESCO) and also by the set up of an official 

structure to host and support the initiative through a concrete action plan, objectives and 

appropriate resources. The future of the Euro-Arab Dialogue depends upon receipt of sufficient 

funds, the lack of which imperils the use of tools, which have been identified. Moreover, before 

giving way to new projects, it is important to focus on some unfinished businesses and also work 

on the strengthening of the National Commissions network in the Euro-Arab Dialogue. 
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In his capacity as European coordinator of the EADI, Mr David Fajolles emphasized on 

the importance to ensure a concrete follow-up of a major pending project, which is the creation 

of the board of young personalities. In this conference, twenty-two opinion leaders have 

contributed to a new momentum, as the prefiguration of a future project : a Young Leaders 

programme for the Euro-Arab Dialogue. This would also be an effective way to ensure the 

continuation of the Euro-Arab Dialogue over the long term. Indeed, young opinion leaders can 

potentially have a great impact on the evolution of opinions in favour of the Dialogue. In this 

respect, this experience can be extended in the long term as a programme with its proper 

funding. 

Ms Nada Al-Nashif, Assistant Director-General for the Social and Human Sciences Sector 

of UNESCO presented some closing remarks on this two-days conference. Dialogue cannot be 

taken for granted and besides it is not something obvious but it requires skills and 

competencies. It is also an intergenerational dialogue. Paying tribute to National Commissions 

for UNESCO and to different partners in this conference, especially the MBI Al Jaber Foundation 

for its precious support, Nada Al-Nashif underlined the importance of this initiative and of the 

move towards more dialogue for a better future. 

 
Translation: Peace and sustainable development. Protected species.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE YOUNG PERSONALITIES FOR THE EURO-ARAB 

DIALOGUE 

 

The format of the conference anticipated on the drafting of recommendations issued by 
the Young Personalities who synthesized some foreseen expected evolutions. For each round 
table session, one UNESCO expert was identified as co-rapporteur, along with the board of 
Young Personalities. These experts-rapporteurs from UNESCO Secretariat played an important 
mentoring role, ensuring the drafting and collecting of recommendations after each round table 
session. Thanks to UNESCO Secretariat and in particular the coordination undertaken by the 
Social and human sciences sector of UNESCO, these recommendations have been registered 
immediately after each one of the roundtable sessions.  

 

I. Recommendations on cultural heritage 
1. Elaborating a new, shared and accessible culture  

Culture is key, not merely because it is a buzz word but because it offers concrete 
opportunities to fashion one’s self and one’s relationship to the local and at the same time it 
facilitates access to the global. Programmes and projects in this field could consist of: 

 Workshops dedicated to the relationship between local heritage / folklore and the 
globalized world ; 

 Media campaigns dedicated to showing the accessibility of culture. 
Indeed, shared culture does not mean diluted cultures and in that respect, it can be good 
to know where one comes from and who one is, and more importantly, where we want 
to go. A proper education to history and to the usefulness of heritage remains important. 
At the same time, it should be connected to contemporary political, social and aesthetic 
questions. Therefore, artists, curators and cultural workers from both sides of the 
Mediterranean should be included; 

 Developing new curricula and syllabi aimed at showcasing this reality in schools ; 
 Developing of extra-curricular activities illustrating history 

 
2. The key roles of social media and advocacy 

What plans can help engage better with younger generations? A language of culture that is 
made accessible to young generations should be elaborated, thanks to: 

 Widespread social media campaigns ; 
 Reshaping outreach and advocacy efforts and adapting them to new realities 

There is a disconnection between the production of culture and its accessibility. There 
seems to be a necessity to elaborate forms of culture and cultural heritage which engage 
directly with younger generations or with populations who have no access to heritage 
(through social media, most notably) ; 

 Capacity building workshops to help people to engage directly with heritage. This should 
enable an exchange of knowledge, especially concerning questions of digitalisation of 
cultural heritage ; 

 Exchange of trainers of cultural heritage practitioners through cooperation of 
universities etc. ; 

 Creating a network of spaces and hubs, which facilitate the relationship between cultural 
operators and users. 

 Heritage should be a factor of unity and dialogue, not one of conflict and in that respect, 
museums should be used as vectors of dialogue, following pre-existing models such as: 

- The “el Andalus” project which united Spain and the Arab world and enabled to 
create dialogue; 
- The MUCEM in Marseille and its work on shared Euro-arab heritage. 
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3. Preserving heritage 

Heritage preservation remains an important struggle and is not only a testimony of the 
past but a key to the future. This is the spirit of the “universal heritage” contribution of UNESCO 
to the world. Declarations from international institutions such as UNESCO contribute to 
changing the paradigm of our relationship to heritage and raise awareness in efficient ways. 

 This should be supported by additional funding opportunities for creative preservation 
projects, including other actors from civil society, the arts and youth ; 

 The ways of dealing with heritage sites in sites of violent conflicts such as Syria are 
complex but should be of higher priority ; 

 Accelerating the inclusion of natural sites within protected world heritage sites 
 

The ongoing effort to elaborate laws and texts that contribute to protect endangered 
heritage sites when possible should be continued and intensified. 

 International campaigns to facilitate applications to the “world heritage” status could be 
facilitated ; 

 More efficient work with NGOs aiming to help local communities trying to protect their 
heritage sites 

 
Moreover, starting cultural educational exchange from a very tender age is of vital 

importance, as today children are maturing faster and also targeted by terrorists when they are 
still in their teens. Hence, embedding cultural heritage in formal and informal learning curricula 
can strengthen respect between the peoples of Europe and the Arab world, eliminate the fear 
that divides both cultures and increase sense of belonging.  

 An idea could be twinning projects (one Arab country and one European country) for 
primary school children choosing a penfriend from a foreign country and exchanging via 
letters, or email (animated with drawings, short films and photos etc.) or others means 
of communication on social media, to describe customs, traditions, food, historical sites. 
Such letters would enable these young children to ask questions to their parents about 
their cultural uniqueness whilst also starting to appreciate the diversity that exist within 
the world. Such initiatives enable children to associate things, places, etc to their 
upbringing and thus minimising the risk in rejecting and damaging heritage. 

 
 

II. Recommendations on the role of local governments 
The emergence of violent and radical groups is related to the crisis of credibility between 

citizens and traditional public institutions. The strategy of terrorist groups consists of 
substituting public institutions as a source of identity creation and legitimacy. In order to do this, 
this radical and violent groups carry out important campaigns of public communication, with the 
aim of portraying themselves as a new group of power to replace public institutions and provide 
basic public services. 

For this reason, it is of great importance to help local and national public institutions in 
countries threatened by violent radicalism to regain credibility and trust with citizens. A first 
step would be to develop strategic plans to combat corruption and effectively provide public 
services to citizens. In addition, these governments must implement strategic communication 
plans aimed at winning the battle of perceptions and seducing their citizens.  Finally, it is 
important for governments in areas affected by violent political projects to integrate multi-
ethnic and religious diversity teams into government action, with the aim of eliminating the 
exclusion and marginalization of certain social groups. Equally important is to seek support and 
collaboration with local tribes and other groups and associations legitimized by society and local 
public opinion. 

The strength of local governments as levers of action can be reinforced through multi-
scale cooperation taking advantage of UNESCO networks, diasporas and youth (youth-related 
issues and youth inclusion in decision-making processes). 
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1. Strengths of local governments 
Considering that local communities know best what are their needs and issues to tackle, 

more consultations between local communities/governments and international bodies are 
needed when developing global policies: 
 More cooperation between international and local actors – implementation of concrete 

actions when possible through strong partnerships with local actors, including civil 
society actors. 

 Existing youth networks and their partners should explore the possibility of engaging 
their local governments, through city mayors and councillors, to join UNESCO’s 
platforms, such as the International Coalition of Inclusive and Sustainable Cities – ICCAR, 
in order to strengthen the advocacy for inclusion and diversity in urban spaces. 

Local governments need to work hand in hand with present diasporas, gaining hence a better 
mutual understanding, leading potentially to new partnerships. 
 
2. Youth-related issues 

Engagement with youth is of high importance and needs to be done through youth-
friendly communications, strategies and channels, especially social media: 

 Addressing the issue of popular media, multimedia and transmedia culture is the only 
way to engage young generations. 

 
Besides, UNESCO needs to be perceived as an important actor of youth inclusion in global 

decision-making: 
 Youth Forums should be further developed in their capacity as vectors of good practices. 

It is therefore important to continue including youth on all levels of decision making, 
especially in local governments where needs assessment and the implementation of 
action plans take place. 

 
 

III. Recommendations on the role of education 
All learning environments address three core needs or steps, transversal to all the 

conceptual and methodological dimensions, namely: 
1. The need for Exposure of learners to the Diversity of other traditions and realities. 

This is more than European or Arab religious or cultural traditions, this encompasses 
world diverse realities and ways of living; this is more than didactics, this encompasses 
exposure through diverse means of interaction, in the true sense of multimedia 
exposure. 

2. The need to make Common grounds Explicit 
This is more than teaching about the universal values that binds humankind as a whole, 
this is bringing universal values to an explicit level of consciousness and understanding 
in actual learning experiences, making them tangible in ways that those common values 
can be internalized as tacit knowledge for learners. 

3. The need to rethink Diversity expressions in the light of Universal values 
Built upon the previous two stages, this last one considers the diverse expressions of 
humanity as a universal value itself : diversity is celebrated as a unique manifestation of 
our common human fundamental culture. 

 
Having the above 3 steps and the cost efficiency principle in mind, the activities to be 

carried out shall be threefold, as follows: 
 Set-up an Online Network – instrumental only – to share, prioritize and select existing 

educational, cultural and media resources that have the potential to be quickly adapted 
into this frame of action, minimizing new developments from scratch and optimizing 
best practices with proven results. 

 Set-up an Experiential Learning Programme for children and youth, in which learning by 
doing and playing is priority. This encompasses the use of existing and improved 
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programmes for outdoor activities, retreats in the nature, but also serious digital games, 
interactive exhibitions, 3D virtual reality simulators, etc. 

 Set-up a shot duration, hands-on and also experiential Educators Training Programme to 
develop capacity to lead the previous programme for children and youth. This shall be a 
cross sector programme for the main education agents from formal, informal and non-
formal learning environments, such as teachers, youth workers, policy makers and other 
leaders (headmasters, NGO leaders, etc.). 

 
 

IV. Recommendations on media 
The way public opinion is shaped has changed over the past 10 years. Social movements, 

politicians, citizens, even violent and radical organizations can communicate directly and 
effectively with their potential audiences without having to go through the mediating role of 
traditional media. The new information technologies have become an effective communication 
channel that presents its risks and opportunities. 

First, technology companies that own these platforms should be a fundamental part of the 
debate. The software they use to distribute information among their audiences is designed to 
increase the traffic of their tools, not to encourage a pluralistic and critical debate. It would be of 
great interest to work with these companies to develop plans that allow, in certain 
conversations, especially those linked to extremist and violent groups, to generate a debate in 
social networks that allows the user to obtain new sources of information and opinion. 

Another sector that should be included in the debate are the digital and audiovisual 
entertainment companies. 
It is proven evidence that violent and totalitarian groups are using cultural references from 
these industries to generate audiovisual content that is attractive and familiar to their potential 
audiences. 

In the same way, it would be convenient to use the modern audiovisual language of the  
entertainment industry to communicate positive messages to younger audiences. It is important 
to speak to the youngest in their own cultural languages. If not, the messages will not be 
effective. 

Internet, next to traditional media and education systems, has emerged as one of the most 
important tools for the creation of knowledge societies. Increasingly, youth is using Internet and 
media as the main source for information and education. In this context, its functioning should 
be based on four pillars: freedom of expression, access to information, access to education, and 
respect of cultural and linguistic diversity. Further to current programmes and actions regarding 
media and in light with current obstacles and hindrances: 

 UNESCO and stakeholders should work for strengthening universal access to 
information and should be concerned with sanctions limiting online access to 
information, culture and education. 

 Education systems should be on the front line, teaching young people how to critically 
assess online information; 

 Teachers should train young people to understand and criticize media as well as to share 
these skills with their peers.  

 Skills of critical assessment of communication on Internet and in particular on social 
networks should become an essential tool, which is to assist to counter online 
radicalization among young people. 

 Media and Information Literacy programs in schools should be one of the most 
important tools providing young people with critical thinking and ability to resist online 
messages of radicalization. 

 Media and Information literacy in particular and educational system in general should 
develop multi-literacy approach, which aims not only to learn how to read and write, but 
to understand and critically assess messages within the process of communication. 
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 UNESCO and stakeholders should assist national education systems to be more 
innovative and proactive, while developing media and information literacy programs 
aimed to counter radicalization of youth. 

 UNESCO and stakeholders should promote on line platforms to include academia, media, 
civil society and youth organizations, aimed to support human rights in the Arab region. 
More attention should be given to develop Arab language content aimed to promote 
human rights. 

 Traditional Media, especially television, should develop a code of ethics aimed to counter 
radicalization. 

 Policies and strategies in the field of education and culture should pay special attention 
to such phenomena as digitalization, gender related issues and ecology, since these 
issues are on the top of the priority list for youth; 

 In its efforts to counter online radicalization UNESCO should continue its work in the 
field of sensitization, training, research, and assistance to Member States with policy 
development. 
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BIOGRAPHIES OF SPEAKERS AND RAPPORTEURS (by alphabetical order) 

 

Amna AL BALUSHI, Assistant Secretary-General, Oman National Commission for Education, 
Culture and Science 

Amna Al Balushi is the Assistant Secretary-General of the Oman NATCOM. She has 
been empowering and working with youth since 2007 in different programmes 
that is led by the Oman NATCOM and other joint programmes with youth 
institutions in Oman. She has been supervising the outstanding programme “ 
Connecting Cultures” since it started in Oman. Amna is also the national 
coordinator of the UNESCO ASP schools in Oman and has worked successfully 
towards promoting the work of these schools on the national, regional and 

international level.  

 

Nada AL-NASHIF, Assistant Director-General, Social and Human Sciences Sector, UNESCO 

Nada Al-Nashif took up her duties as Assistant Director-General for Social 
and Human Sciences at UNESCO on 16 February 2015. She is the holder of a 
BA in Philosophy, Politics and Economics (1987) from Balliol, Oxford 
University and a Master’s in Public Policy (1991) from the Kennedy School 
of Government, Harvard University. Prior to joining UNESCO, she served 
(2007-2014) as Assistant Director-General/Regional Director of the 
International Labour Organization’s Regional Office for Arab States, based in 

Beirut, Lebanon. Previously she worked at UNDP, where she started her UN career in 1991, 
serving in Libya (1992-1995), Lebanon (2000-2004), Iraq (2003) and at Headquarters in New 
York (1995-2000, 2005-2006). As a development economist and practitioner, she serves in an 
advisory capacity on several boards, notably the Boards of Trustees of Birzeit University and the 
Human Development NGO, Taawon. 

 

Slim AMAMOU, Former Secretary of State for youth and Sports, Tunisia 

Slim Amamou is a Tunisian blogger and a former Secretary of State for Sport 
and Youth in the transitional Tunisian government of early 2011. He has 
graduated from the Superior Institute of Technological Studies at the 
University of Sousse and since created and managed several projects and 
companies specialized in software (the Alpha Studios Agency, ALIXYS, 
Markkit). Additionally, Slim Amamou is an influential blogger and author of 
ReadWriteWeb France.  

 

 

Metin ARDITI, UNESCO Special Envoy for Intercultural Dialogue 

A Swiss citizen of Turkish origin, Metin Arditi is a physicist by training. He has 
for many years taught at the Federal Institute of Technology. From 2000 to 
2013 he was Chairman of the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande (O.S.R.). In 1988, 
he created the Arditi Foundation, and in 2009, with Palestinian author and 
diplomat Elias Sanbar, " The Instruments of Peace Foundation ", which offers 
musical education to children of Palestine and Israel. He is the author of four 
philosophical essays and eleven novels, for which he was awarded numerous 
prizes. 
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Mohammed BENABDELKADER, Deputy Secretary-General, Moroccan National Commission for 

Education, Culture and Sciences  

Mohamed Benabdelkader is currently Deputy Secretary-General of the 

National Moroccan Commission for UNESCO, and Director of International 

Cooperation at the Ministry of National Education, in Morocco. He is also 

member of the Executive Council of ISESCO and founding member of the 

Foundation for cultural cooperation of the academy of the kingdom, as well 

as member of the Executive Board of the Moroccan Association of Sociology. 

He has studied philosophy and holds two Master’s degrees in Communication 

Sciences and Diplomatic Studies. 

 

Moncef BEN MOUSSA, Director of the Bardo National Museum, Tunis 

Moncef Ben Moussa is the curator and director of the Bardo National Museum in 
Tunis. He has studied at the Ecole Normale Supérieure of Sousse, the University 
Paris-X and at La Sapienza in Rome, where he has built a broad background in 
archelogy and antiquities. An expert in ceramics, he has taught at the University 
of Tunis and is the author of many publications.  

 

 

 

Mounir BOUCHENAKI, Special Advisor to the Director-General of UNESCO on World Heritage 

Mounir Bouchenaki is an Algerian archaeologist, former Director of the Arab 
Regional Centre for World Heritage. He was Director-General of ICCROM from 
2006 to 2011, UNESCO's Assistant Director General for Culture (2000-2006), 
Director of the World Heritage Centre (1998-2000), Director of UNESCO's 
Cultural Heritage Division (1990-2000). In January 2011, he was named honorary 
special adviser of UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova and of ICCROM 
Director-General. From 2013 to 2016, he was director of the Arab Regional 
Centre for World Heritage, a UNESCO Category II Centre. 

 

 

Rita BRASIL DE BRITO, Secretary-General, National Commission of Portugal for UNESCO 

Secretary-General of the Portuguese National Commission for UNESCO since May 

2013. She held several positions at the Portuguese Ministry of Justice (Director-

General for Justice Affairs, Director and Deputy Director of the Legal Policy and 

Planning Office) and at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Head of the Migration 

Division and Head of Human Resources). She served as a legal advisor at the 

Legal Affairs Bureau, Government of the Macao S.A.R. (People’s Republic of 

China). She graduated from the Faculty of Law (University of Lisbon) and has a 

post-graduate degree in European Studies (Portuguese Catholic University). She 

is following an Executive Master of Applied Positive Psychology (University of 

Lisbon). She also studies and practices mindfulness meditation and Yoga. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Algeria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab_Regional_Centre_for_World_Heritage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab_Regional_Centre_for_World_Heritage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ICCROM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Centre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
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Soo Hyang CHOI, Director, Division for Teaching, Learning and Content, UNESCO 

Ms Soo-Hyang Choi, a national of Korea, holds a BA in psychology from Chung-
Ang Univ.(1983), Seoul, Korea, and a M.Ed and a Ph.D in Educational Psychology 
from the Univ. of Alberta, Canada (1990). She was seconded to UNESCO 
Secretariat in 1997 from the Korean Educational Development Institute. 
Becoming the Chief of the Early Childhood and Family Education Section in 1998, 
she, afterwards, held various chief positions at Headquarters, dealing with 
inclusive education, field support and coordination, technical, vocational and 
secondary education. In the field, she worked in Pakistan and also in Zimbabwe, 

where she was the UNESCO representative to Botswana, Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe as well 
as to the Southern African Development Community. Returning to Paris in 2010, she worked as 
the Deputy Director of the Bureau of Field Coordination. Since 2012, she is the incumbent 
Director of the Division for Inclusion, Peace and Sustainable Development in the Education 
Sector of UNESCO Headquarters. The Division covers, among others, inclusive and gender 
education, education for sustainable development, global citizenship education including human 
rights and peace education, health and education including school violence and bullying and the 
UNESCO Associate Schools Project. She is also assuming the UNESCO Focal Point responsibility 
for the prevention of violent extremism through education. 
 

Jacqueline COSTA-LASCOUX, Research Director at CNRS, France 

Jacqueline Costa-Lascoux is jurist and sociologist, and currently 
holds the position of research director at CNRS, affiliated to the 
Research Center of Sciences Po Paris. She taught at several French 
and international universities and at the Human Rights Institute in 
Strasbourg. She conducted research on international migrations 
and the condition of second generations in France, Europe and the 
USA. She became expert at the European Council on the issue of 

immigrant women in Europe, the fight against discriminations, and the education on citizenship. 
She was a member of the French National Commission for UNESCO. Among her publications, she 
wrote a book on the representation of the Arabo-Muslim world in French textbooks. She was 
also a member of the High Council for Integration in France. She is currently administrator at 
OFPRA (French Office for the Protection of Refugees) and at the association France Terre d'Asile. 
She also conducts research on family and parenting evolutions, and on the relationship between 
young people and religion. 

 

Zahida DARWICHE JABBOUR, Secretary-General of the Lebanese National Commission for 
UNESCO 

Zahida Darwiche Jabbour is Secretary-General of the Lebanese National 
Commission for UNESCO, Professor of French Literature at the Lebanese 
University and Head of the Anna Lindh Foundation Lebanese Network. Holder 
of a PhD in French language and literature, and a PhD in comparative literature 
from the University of Lyon III, she is the author of several critical essays in 
French and Arabic and translator of poetic collections and political essays. Jury 
member of several literary and translation awards, she serves as the jury 

president of Ibn Khaldoun and Léopold Sédar Senghor Translation Award in Humanities, which 
aims at promoting cultural and linguistic diversity as well as encouraging literary exchanges 
between the Arab and the Francophone worlds. She is also the Founder and President of the 
Lebanese Association for the promotion of Reading and Culture of Dialogue, and a Knight in the 
French Order of Academic Palms. 
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Asiem EL DIFRAOUI, Political scientist, Co-founder of Candid Foundation, Zenith Magazin, Berlin 
and Paris 

Dr Asiem El Difraoui is a political scientist, economist and documentary 
film director. He is, currently, a Senior Fellow at the Institute for Media and 
Communication Policy Berlin. He received numerous international awards 
for his documentaries and reportages and has extensively published on 
media and their role as a political infrastructure during the upheavals in 
the Arab region as well as on Jihadist propaganda, de-radicalisation and 

prevention. Previously he was a lecturer at the Institut d’Etudes Politiques “Sciences Po” Paris, 
and worked as editor in chief of IP Productions. Among his publications are Le djihadisme (2016) 
and Al-Qaida par l’image: La prophétie du martyre (2013). 

 
Golda EL-KHOURY, Chief of Section for Inclusion and Rights, Social and Human Sciences Sector, 

UNESCO 

In addition to her role as Chief of Section for Inclusion and Rights within the 
Social and Human Sciences Sector of UNESCO, Golda El-Khoury acts as 
Secretary of the UNESCO International Coalition of Inclusive and Sustainable 
Cities – ICCAR, the UNESCO Madanjeet Singh Prize for the Promotion of 
Tolerance and Non-Violence and as UNESCO focal point in the UN 

Interagency Global Migration Group. Formerly, she was Chief of the Youth, Sport & Physical 
Education Section at UNESCO (2009-2011), Regional Advisor on Youth at UNICEF (2002-2008) 
and Country Director for Save the Children in Indonesia, Jordan and Northern Iraq. 

 

David FAJOLLES, Secretary-General of the French National Commission for UNESCO 

After graduating from the l’École normale supérieure (Ulm) where he 
studied philosophy, history and social sciences, David Fajolles also studied 
at the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS), at Princeton 
University and at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro where he has been 
research associate in social anthropology. He then worked at UNESCO’s 
Division of Foresight as a consultant, and also collaborated with several 
institutions in the field of external cultural action, in Latin America (cultural 

attaché in Brasil), in Europe (Gulbenkian Foundation in Paris) and in Africa (Institut Français in 
Cape Verde). On European level, he worked for French Ministers for European Affairs (Noëlle 
Lenoir, Claudie Haigneré), and for several think tanks, among which the European Union 
Institute for Security Studies (2009-2010). He then joined the French Ministry of Culture and 
Communication (Frédéric Mitterrand, 2010-2012) on language policies, foresight studies, 
technical and scientific culture, before becoming Head of the Department of Surveys, Forecasts 
and Statistics of the Ministry of Culture and Communication, as well as Director of studies at the 
think tank Procultura. He teaches at Sciences Po Paris (on cultural diversity and digital 
technology and on heritage and international relations). He has been awarded the title of 
Chevalier des Arts et Lettres. 

 

Eric FALT, Assistant Director-General for External Relations and Public Information, UNESCO 

Since September 2010, Eric Falt has served as Assistant Director-General for 
External Relations and Public Information at UNESCO, with the rank of Assistant 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. In his current capacity, he oversees the 
work of the Organization in the political field and coordinates activities geared 
towards civil society. He also guides the Organization’s communications and 
public information efforts. From 2007 to 2010, he was Director of the Outreach 
Division of the United Nations Department of Public Information in New York. 
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From 2002 to 2007, he served as Director of Communications for the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) at its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. From 1998 to 2002, he 
was Director of the UN Information Centre in Islamabad, Pakistan. Throughout the 1990s, Eric 
Falt held different positions in UN peacekeeping and humanitarian operations in Cambodia, 
Haiti and Iraq. Before joining the United Nations, Eric Falt served with the French Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Chicago and in New York. 

 

Michel FOUCHER, Geographer, former Ambassador, holder of the Chair of Applied Geopolitics at 
the Collège d’études mondiales, Paris 

Geographer and diplomat, Dr Michel Foucher served as the French Ambassador 
to Latvia (2002-2006), advisor to the French Foreign Minister (1997-2002), head 
of the Policy Planning Staff (1999-2002) and special envoy to the Balkans and the 
Caucasus (1999). He was then Ambassador at Large for European Issues (2007). 
He has been University Professor from 1989 to 2013 and director of studies and 
research in 2010 at the Institute of Higher National Defense Studies. He presently 
holds the Chair of applied geopolitics at the College of World Studies (FMSH Paris 
since 2013). Last books: The battle of maps, a critical analysis of the visions of the 

world, Itunes/Ipad, 2013, and Le retour des frontières, CNRS Editions, 2016. 

 

Karel FRACAPANE, Senior Project Officer for Holocaust Education, Education Sector, UNESCO 

Karel Fracapane started his professional career at the French 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as a policy officer. In 2003, he was hired 
by the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance and was 
officially appointed its first Executive Secretary in 2005. In this 
capacity, he worked successively for the governments of the United 
States of America, Italy, Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic, 
either at the Ministry of Education or at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. In 2007, he became Director of a newly established Department of International 
Relations of the Shoah Memorial in Paris and in 2011 he joined UNESCO Education Sector as a 
Senior Project Officer, where he deals with Holocaust and genocide issues, and also with the 
prevention of violent extremism through education. He holds Master’s degrees in Literature and 
in Political Sciences and a Master of Advanced Studies diploma in Political Thought from the 
Institute of Political Studies of Paris. He currently is a member of the French Ministry of 
Education Mission on Research and Education about Genocides. 

 

Divina FRAU-MEIGS, UNESCO Chair « savoir-devenir in durable digital development: mastering 
information cultures », France 

Divina Frau-Meigs is professor of American studies and media sociology at the 
Sorbonne Nouvelle, France. She is a specialist of media and information 
technologies in English-speaking countries, in a comparative perspective and 
also a research associate with CNRS. She has published extensively in the areas 
of media content, information and journalism, the technologies and sub-cultures 
of the screen and the relationship between media and technologies. Many of her 
published articles deal with on-line extensions of such issues as media content, 

information and (self)regulation. In 2007 for UNESCO, she edited a multimedia kit on Media 
education, with 5 guidebooks. She is currently working on issues of cultural diversity, 
acculturation, media education and e-learning in a global perspective. Her other research 
interests deal with issues of media regulation and self-regulation, for which she is an expert with 
UNESCO, the European Union, the Council of Europe and a variety of governmental agencies. In 
2006 she was awarded the “E-Toile d’Or” of the Internet for her work on the research and 
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promotion of new information technologies. She is currently heading various projects in Media 
and Information Literacy (MIL) and Internet Governance: TRANSLIT, ECO, ECFOLI and Youth 
Online Radicalization. In 2016, she was given a MIL award by UNESCO and the UN Alliance of 
Civilisations for her MOOC “DIY MIL”. 

 

 

Henry J. FRENDO, Chairperson, Maltese National Commission for UNESCO  

Henry Frendo, an Oxford doctoral graduate and a Fellow  of Clare Hall, 

Cambridge, is Professor of History, Director of the Institute  of Maltese Studies 

and Chairman of the Editorial Board/Malta University Press at Malta. He chairs 

Malta's UNESCO National Commission and was recently appointed chairman of a 

natural heritage operations programme with special reference  to geoparks and 

biosphere reserves. An internationally published author, Professor Frendo 

served as a senior officer/representative with  UNHCR and the Council of Europe for several 

years in different countries. Recent works include The European Mind: Narrative and Identity (2 

vols) and  Party Politics in a Fortress Colony (3rd ed). 

 

 

Bertrand GALLET, Director-General of Cités Unies France (member of United Cities and Local 
Governments - UCLG) 

Formerly a Member of Parliament (Eure-et-Loir), Bertrand Gallet has worked 
several positions in within Ministries as well as local government. In 1998 he 
became Director-General of Cités Unies France and is a member of the United 
Cities and Local Governments network (UCLG). He also has co-written several 
TV reportages, as well as books on the theme of foreign affairs.  

 
 

 

Halina GRZYMAŁA-MOSZCZYŃSKA, Professor of psychology, Jagiellonian University, Krakow, 
Poland 

Professor of psychology at the Jagiellonian University. Halina 
Grzymała-Moszczyńska teaches courses such as Cultural 
Psychology, Applied Cross- cultural Communication, Psychology of 
Religion. Her research focuses on religious experience in various 
religious contexts, the role of religion in the process of cultural 
adaptation of immigrants and the response of local communities to 
refugee reception centers and immigrants. Her recent research and 
publications pertain to returnees Polish migrant (especially 

children). She conducts multiple cultural training’s for international companies and NGO’s. She 
has taught courses in Europe - at the Vienna University, Uppsala University, in USA -in LA 
University in Santa Barbara, Rochester University and in Asia at Mahidol University (Bangkok). 
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Chafica HADDAD, Deputy Permanent Delegate of Grenada to UNESCO, President of IFAP 
(Information For All Programme)  

Chafica Haddad is the Deputy Permanent Delegate of Grenada to UNESCO. 
Since 2000, she has played key roles in UNESCO’s international standard 
setting activities, and in chairing or serving in various intergovernmental 
forums and commissions in the fields of communication and information, 
culture and sports. Prior to her diplomatic career she was the Director of the 
Centre for “Action and Information for Development and International 
Understanding” and the Vice-Chair of the World Federation of UNESCO Clubs, 

Centres and Associations (WFUCA).  

 

Michèle HASSEN, Academy Inspector, Radicalisation Awareness Network (RAN)   

Michèle Hassen is a former school leader and works currently as an 
inspector for schools in Paris Authority. She is a specialist in the fields of 
school organization, safety and inclusion. She has been nominated in 
November 2015 by European commission to be Working Group leader for 
RAN EDU on prevention of violent extremism. 

 

 

Ziad HAWAT, Mayor of Byblos (Lebanon), ICCAR  

Ziad Hawat was first sworn in as the Mayor of the Jbail-Byblos municipality in 
May 2010. He is currently a member of UNESCO’s ICCAR network 
(International Coalition of Inclusive and Sustainable Cities), the “Association 
Internationale des Maires Francophones” and of the “Ligue Maronite”. He was 
awarded “The Medal of Merit in Gold” from the United Nations World Tourism 
Organization for his achievements during the years serving as Mayor, among 

several distinctions.  

 

 

Gašper HRASTELJ, Deputy Secretary-General, Slovenian National Commission for UNESCO 

Gašper Hrastelj is Deputy Secretary-General of the Slovenian 
National Commission for UNESCO since 2007. His main points of 
interest are international cooperation in the field of youth and 
sport as well as the future of education. Before working for the 
Slovenian National Commission for UNESCO, Gašper gathered 
several years of experiences in working for the UNESCO 
Headquarters in Paris, for the United Nations High Commissioner 

for Refugess and in the Slovenian diplomatic services. 

 

Daniel JANICOT, President of the French National Commission for UNESCO 

After graduating from the Ecole Nationale d’Administration, Daniel Janicot 
integrated the French Council of State, of which he became Adjunct Secretary-
General. He successively became Vice-President of the Bibliothèque nationale de 
France and then Delegate General of the Union centrale des arts décoratifs. From 
1981 to 1985, he steered several museums: musée des Arts décoratifs, musée de 
l’affiche et de la publicité, musée Camondo and he launched the first national 
museum of fashion arts. He then became Delegate General of the American Center 

in Paris (1987-1990), where he promoted contemporary architecture. In 1990 he joins UNESCO 
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as Special Advisor to the Director-General, before becoming Assistant Director-General in charge 
of the general direction of UNESCO. In 1995, he is appointed president of the executive board of 
of the Centre National d’Art contemporain of the city of Grenoble and, in 1999, he becomes 
member of the executive board of the Quai Branly museum in Paris. He co-founded (in 2006) the 
Artcurial prize for contemporary art books, of which he is also the President. Daniel Janicot has 
been appointed by the French government (Ministry of Culture), the Hauts-de-Seine 
Departmental Council and the city of Boulogne-Billancourt to develop the Vallée de la Culture 
and define the cultural programming of the Ile Seguin. In 2011, he has been missioned by the 
French President Nicolas Sarkozy, to prepare a report (submitted in 2012) on the cultural 
dimension of the Grand Paris project and a year later, the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Laurent Fabius, asked him to prepare a report on the French influence at UNESCO. He is 
President of the French National Commission for UNESCO since November 2014. He has 
received several distinctions: Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur, Chevalier de l’ordre national du 
Mérite et Commandeur des Arts et des Lettres. 

 
Nacer KETTANE, member of the French Economic, Social and Environmental Council and Director 

of Beur FM radio station 
Nacer Kettane he co-founded the associative free radio “Radio Beur” in 1981, 
aimed at the Arabic and Berber diaspora in France. In 1992, he created the 
national radio network “Beur FM”. A trained medical doctor, he also founded the 
NGO InterMed Assistance that aimed at reducing conflict, drug addiction and AIDS 
in underprivileged areas of Paris and its suburbs. In 2005, he created the Union 
Professionnelle des Radios Thématiques (UPRAT), which aims at federating 
independent radios focusing on Diversity.  

 
 

Marius LUKOŠIŪNAS, Programme Specialist, Section for the Freedom of Expression and Media 
Development, Communication and Information Sector, UNESCO 

Since 2005 Marius Lukošiūnas works for UNESCO. He served as an Advisor for 
Communication and Information Program at UNESCO Moscow and Cairo 
offices and since 2014 works for the Division of Freedom of Expression and 
Media Development at the Organization’s headquarters in Paris. Before joining 
UNESCO Marius Lukošiūnas served as the Head of the Press Service of the 
President of the Republic of Lithuania as well as a political affairs officer with 
the UN Mission in Kosovo. He also occupied a position of the Director of the 

Institute of Journalism of Vilnius University and holds PhD from the Moscow State University. 

 

Samira MOHAMED MOOSA AL MOOSA, Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of Oman to 
UNESCO 

 Dr. Samira Al Moosa is the Representative of the Sultanate of Oman to the 
Executive Board of UNESCO and currently chairing the Special Committee at 
UNESCO, as well as the ''Friends of Gender Equality'' group. Holder of a PhD in 
Early Childhood Education from the University of Southern California, she is 
equipped from years of cross-cultural work experience in the field of Early 
Childhood Education and children’s rights advocacy. She actively participated in 
the review of the laws concerning Child Rights in the Sultanate of Oman. She is 

also an international leader in the education welfare of the children. With her broad-based 
background in the area of intercultural relations, she took an active role in promoting cultural 
understanding and contributed to numerous conferences dedicated to Intercultural and 
Interfaith Dialogue. In 2012, she participated with a paper on "Islam: The path to peace and 
reconciliation" during the Interfaith Forum꞉ Intercultural and Interfaith Peace Dialogue 
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(Colombo, Sri Lanka) and took part of the World Buddhists Assembly in The Kingdom of 
Thailand, and to the “Baku International Humanitarian Forum: The 21st century hopes and 
challenges”. In 2015, she participated in the organization of the Exhibition on “Tolerance, 
Understanding and Coexistence꞉ Oman’s Message of Islam” organized under the auspices of the 
Omani Ministry of Endowments and Religious Affairs, (UNESCO, Paris) as well in the 
organization of the Exhibition under the theme: ''Oman at the French Documents seminar: Oman 
and France Historical Relations'' in collaboration with the Omani National Records and Archives 
Authority (UNESCO, Paris). Dr. Samira Al Moosa is the founder of the first child advocacy 
association in Oman "Children First" and of the first children's public library in Oman. 
 

 

Mohamed OULD KHATTAR, Programme Specialist, Arab States Unit, World Heritage Centre, 
UNESCO 

Trained as an archeologist, Mohamed Ould Khattar is currently working as a 
programme specialist within the Arab States Unit at the World Heritage Centre of 
UNESCO. Prior to this, he has been working at UNESCO Secretariat in different 
positions in the Culture Sector, both in Sub-Saharan Africa and in Maghreb. 

 

 

 

 

Carolyn PERRY, Director and Head of philanthropy, MBI Al Jaber Foundation 

Carolyn Perry is Head of Philanthropy and Director of the MBI Al Jaber 
Foundation, the UK Registered charity of H.E. Sheikh Mohamed Bin Issa Al 
Jaber, which aims to build bridges between the Middle East and the wider 
world. Prior to joining the Foundation in 2002 she set up and ran the Arab 
World Education Programme at the British Museum. Carolyn’s background is 
in museums and education. She has been the Manager of the Petrie Museum 
of Egyptian Archaeology at UCL and previously taught Ancient History at 

Queen Mary University of London. She is currently the Chair of the British Foundation for the 
Study of Arabia and on the Board of CAABU, the Council for Arab British Understanding. She 
lectures regularly on the art, architecture and archaeology of the ancient world.  

 
 
Ann-Belinda PREIS, Chief of Section for Intercultural Dialogue, Social and Human Sciences Sector, 
UNESCO 

Ann-Belinda Preis, Anthropologist Ph.D., University of Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Long-term field work in India, Sri Lanka, Botswana and Zimbabwe in the area 

of human rights, migration/refugees. Former Executive Coordinator of 

UNESCO’s World Culture Report and Senior Programme Planning Officer in the 

Bureau for Strategic Planning. Chief of the Intercultural Dialogue Section in 

UNESCO’s Sector for Social and Human Sciences; management of dialogue 

initiatives, culture of peace and the rapprochement of cultures. 
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Boyan RADOYKOV, Chief of Section, Communication and Information Sector of UNESCO 

Dr Boyan Radoykov is currently heading the Universal Access and 
Preservation Section of UNESCO’s Knowledge Societies Division. He is in 
charge of the development and implementation of several major UNESCO 
programmes, such as the intergovernmental Information for All Programme 
and the Memory of the World Programme.  His responsibilities also cover the 
realization by UNESCO of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) 
outcomes, as well as the promotion and use of multilingualism and the 

universal access to cyberspace, endeavoring to uphold international cooperation for peace and 
sustainable development, and for building inclusive and participatory knowledge societies.  

 

Sławomir RATAJSKI, Secretary-General of the Polish National Commission for UNESCO 

Prof. Sławomir Ratajski, Secretary General of the Polish National Commission for 

UNESCO,  Chairholder at the Faculty of Media Art of Warsaw’s Academy of Fine 

Arts, Ambassador of the Republic of Poland to Argentina (2001-2005), Secretary 

of State at the Ministry of Culture (1997-1999), coordinator of the National 

Commissions Euro-Arab dialogue (2010-2015) 

 

 

 

Francesco RUTELLI, Chair of the Priorità Cultura (Culture First) and of Incontro di Civiltà 
(Civilisations Meeting) 

Francesco Rutelli has been elected 7 times, over a period of 30 years, to the 
Italian and European Parliament. The first Mayor of Rome elected directly by its 
citizens (in 1993), he was re-elected in 1997. He served as Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Culture of Italy (2006-2008), achieving relevant goals, mainly in 
the Heritage promotion and Cultural Diplomacy. He held several institutional 
positions: Chair of the Human Rights Parliamentary Committee, Special 
Government Commissioner for the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, Government 
delegate for Italian Tourism, among others. In October 2016 he was appointed 

President of ANICA, the National Association of Cinema, Audiovisual and Multimedia Companies. 
He is President of the Civilization’s Meeting Association that operates to promote dialogue 
between great Cultures and to reconstruct the artistic and architectural works of art damaged or 
destroyed in the recent conflicts in the Mediterranean and Middle East. 
 

 

Elias SANBAR, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of Palestine to UNESCO 

Elias Sanbar is a Palestinian writer, poet, diplomat and essayist. He is also a 
member of the Palestinian Parliament in exile and Ambassador of Palestine 
to UNESCO. He has taught classes at the University of Paris VII and 
Princeton. His publications include the Revue d’études palestiniennes, which 
he co-founded in 1981, the translation of the poetry of Mahmoud Darwish 
into French and several books on the culture and history of Palestine. 

Recently he was the recipient of the UNESCO-Sharjah Prize for Arab Culture 2015.  

 

 



60 
 

Suheil SHAHEEN, Cultural Attaché, Permanent Delegation of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to 

UNESCO 

Suheil Ahmad Ali Shaheen was born in Jordan in 1956 and holds a B.A 
Degree in English Language from Beirut Arab University in Lebanon and a  
Higher Diploma in Teaching English Language from the University of 
Jordan. He started his career as a teacher of English language in the 
Ministry of Education from 1986 to 1991 and then became member of 
Jordan National Commission for UNESCO (1992-2001). He was then 
appointed Head of UNESCO section (2001-2007), Director of programs 
(2008-2011) and eventually became the Secretary–General of Jordan 
National Commission for UNESCO (2012-2015) ; now he is the Cultural 
Attaché  in Jordan Permanent Delegation for UNESCO in Paris. He has 

attended numerous meetings, conferences and training courses organized by UNESCO and the 
Ministry of Education, and he had participated in the preparation of learning materials for the 
secondary  associated schools for UNESCO in Jordan.  

 

Laurent STEFANINI, Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of France to UNESCO 
Laurent Stefanini has graduated from the Institut d’études politiques of Paris, 
from New York Unversity and the French Ecole Nationale d’Administration. He 
then joined the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs at the Legal Affairs 
Directorate (1985-1989), and then at the General Secretariat of the French 
Presidency for European Communities (1989). He was First Secretary at the 
Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations, in New York, from 1989 to 
1992, and was then appointed Assistant Director for environment and sectorial 

cooperation (1992-1996). From 1996 to 2001 he was Deputy Chief of Protocol and then 
Minister-Counsellor in the French Embassy at the Holy See (Roma), project manager and then 
Counselor for Religious Affairs at the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, before becoming 
Ambassador for the Environment, in 2006. From 2010 to 2016 he has worked as Chief of 
Protocol and has been, in parallel, Secretary-General at the French Presidency of the G20 and G8 
meetings of 2011. Since April 2016 he is Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of France to UNESCO. 
He is Knight of the Legion of Honour, Officer of the National Order of Merit, Commandeur des 
Palmes Académiques and member of the council of the Order of the Arts and Letters. 

 

Harald STRANZL, Ambassador, Alternate Permanent Delegate of Austria to UNESCO 

Harald Stranzl assumed his duties as Ambassador and Alternate Permanent 
Delegate of the Austrian Delegation to UNESCO in August 2011. Prior to his 
arrival at the Delegation, Mr. Stranzl served for three years as Deputy Head of 
the Press, Information and Communication Department of the Federal Ministry 
for European and International Affairs in Vienna. Earlier he was Deputy Director 
at the Integration and Economic Policy Department of the Federal Ministry, 
focusing on financial and budgetary issues regarding the European Union. From 
2000 to 2006, Mr Stranzl was Deputy Ambassador of Austria in Slovenia. In the 

years before Mr. Stranzl dealt with international cooperation in the areas of asylum and 
migration at the Consular and Legal Department of the Federal Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
Previous assignments include the service at the Permanent Representation of Austria to the 
European Union in Brussels and at the Department for Education and Training Policy at the 
National Defence Academy in Vienna. A career diplomat, Mr. Stranzl joined the Austrian Foreign 
Service in 1994. Mr. Stranzl received his Ph.D. in Modern History, Social Sciences and Languages 
from the University of Graz / Austria.  
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Linda TINIO-LE DOUARIN, Assistant Programme Coordinator, Section for Inclusion and Rights, 
Social and Human Sciences Sector, UNESCO 

Linda Tinio-Le Douarin is Assistant Programme Specialist at the Inclusion and 
Rights Section in the Sector for Social and Human Sciences in UNESCO, acting as 
coordinator of the International Coalition of Inclusive and Sustainable Cities – 
ICCAR. For over a decade she has been working with UNESCO on a diverse and 
challenging range of critical issues, from human rights, gender equality and the 
fight against racism and discrimination. From 2009 to 2014, she was a member 
of the Foresight Section team working with futurists from around the world and 
organizing UNESCO’s Future Forums and Lectures. She graduated from the 

University of the Philippines and the Institut d’Etudes Politiques (Sciences Po Paris) and has 
lectured and published works on the evolution of human rights, including “Les droits de l’homme 
en Asie du Sud-Est” (Harmattan, 2004). 

 

 

Shadia TOUQAN, Architect/Urban Planner, International Expert in Architectural Preservation 
and Revitalisation of Historic Cities 

A PhD holder, Shadia Touqan has worked as an architect on a number of 
projects in the UK, Jordan, UAE, other Arab countries and is an expert on urban 
development of Palestinian towns. Additionally, she is the Chief Technical 
Advisor for USESCO in Yemen, Director of the Old City of Jerusalem 
Revitalization plan since November 1997, and is an expert on cultural heritage 
preservation and revitalization of historic cities with a number of international 
organizations such as the World Bank and UNESCO. She won the Aga Khan 

Award for Architecture for her work in Jerusalem in 2004. 

 

 

Michael WORBS, Chairperson of the Executive Board of UNESCO and Representative of Germany 
to the Executive Board 

Michael Worbs is committed to UNESCO’s mandate in the fields of 
Education, the Sciences, Culture, and Communication and Information. He 
was elected as Chairperson of the Executive Board for a mandate from 2015 
to 2017.  Equally, he is the Representative of Germany to the Board.  From 
2012 to 2016 he was Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of Germany to 
UNESCO. He has previous experience with the organization: from 1997 to 
2001 he was Deputy Permanent Delegate of Germany to UNESOC. He gained 

particular experience in the FA Commission and was involved in the reform of UNESCO. He 
participated in the elaboration of the 2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater 
Cultural Heritage and led the German Delegation during the final meeting of Governmental 
Experts on the Draft Convention. Michael Worbs was born on 14 September 1950 in Ulm 
(Germany). He studied Political Science, History and German Literature in Frankfurt/Main and 
Berlin and completed Advanced Studies of Comparative Literature in Berlin, Vienna, Paris and 
Rome. In 1980, he received a doctorate from the Technical University of Berlin (supervisor: 
Walter Höllerer). He has published several books and articles on Literature and Psychoanalysis, 
Arts and Literature of the Fin de Siècle, Literary History of Rome and Media Policy. 
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THE BOARD OF YOUNG PERSONALITIES FOR THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE 

INITIATIVE 

 

 

EGYPT: 
Mr Amr SALAMA 

Amr Salama is an Egyptian film director, blogger, screenwriter and 
writer. He began his directing career with short movies and 
commercials, after which he shifted to full-length movies. His 
second creation, the AIDS-themed “Asmaa” earned him 
international attention and 18 Arab and Egyptian awards, including 
Best Arab Director in the New Horizons competition. Along with his 
directing career, Salama has also had three best-seller books 
published in Egypt.  

 

 

FINLAND: 
Ms Teija Hanna SAVOLAINEN 

 Currently senior advisor at the Finnish Immigration Service, Teija 
Hanna Savolainen has previously worked as a trainer at the Finnish 
Youth Cooperation Allianssi and is a Rights of the Child Ambassador 
at Plan International, a nonprofit organisation based in Finland. She 
is involved in various activities linked to youth and education and 
has also worked for the No Hate Speech Movement in Finland. 

 

FRANCE: 
Ms Anne-Clémentine LARROQUE 

Anne-Clémentine Larroque is a historian and a specialist on 
Islamism geopolitics based in Paris. She has an academic 
background in history and in political sciences (IEP d’Aix en 
Provence) and she is Maître de Conférences in Sciences Po Paris in 
geopolitics and general culture. For two years, she worked at the 
Institut du Monde Arabe in direct cooperation with the President’s 
office. For 5 years, she has been involved in several projects in the 
French suburbs. She taught history to high schools students and 
was tasked with overseeing affirmative action projects between 
priority education areas and Sciences Po Paris. She wrote two 
academic books about Islamism and Djihadism and is also involved 
as an associated researcher at the Centre d’Etudes et de 
Documentation Economiques, Juridiques et sociales in Cairo. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asmaa
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GERMANY: 
Mr Belabbès BENKREDDA 

Belabbès Benkredda is an Algerian-German social innovator, writer, 
television commentator and government consultant in public 
diplomacy. He is the founder of the Munathara Initiative, an Arab 
online and television debate forum that promotes the voices of Arab 
youth, women and marginalized communities. He received the 
2013 Democracy Award of the National Democratic Institute. In 
2016 he was named a World Fellow by Yale University. 

 
GERMANY:  
Ms Antonia BLAU 

Antonia Blau studied North American Studies, political sciences and 
German literature at the Freie Universität Berlin. Currently, she is 
enrolled in a PhD program between l’Université d’Aix-Marseille and 
Hildesheim University, working on a thesis on cultural policies in 
Palestine. In 2012 she started running the Liaison Bureau of the 
Goethe Institute in Marseille. Since 2015 she has been the European 
Bureau Director at the Goethe Institute in Brussels. 

 
GERMANY:  
Ms Djamila AHLAM AMRANI 

In parallel with her studies in Social Work at the University of 
Applied Sciences in Kiel, Djamila Ahlam Amrani has been involved 
in different international programmes related to migration and 
international cooperation (Ireland, Morocco, Turkey, Belgium). She 
has participated in several workshops on racism, discrimination 
and radicalization and is working with refugee families to facilitate 
their integration. She is also co-trainer for voluntary work with the 
Kulturweit network (with the German National Commission for 
UNESCO). 

 
ITALY:  
Mr Paolo PETROCELLI 

Paolo Petrocelli is a cultural entrepreneur, university professor and 
Co-Founder and President of the Youth Committee of the Italian 
National Commission for UNESCO. He is also Founder and President 
of EMMA for Peace (Euro-Mediterranean Music Academy for 
Peace). Paolo Petrocelli is Director of the Master’s of Cultural 
Management programme at the Rome Business School and 
Professor at LUISS Guido Carli University of Rome. He is a Visiting 
Fellow at Yale University and Visiting Researcher at MIT Media Lab. 
As Cultural and Music Diplomacy Officer, he currently develops 
cultural projects for the Permanent Secretariat of the World 
Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates.  



64 
 

 
LATVIA:  
Ms Dace GRANTE 

As a lawyer, Dace Grante is working on migration issues, on 
projects to support persons under international protection, and 
also for an information centre for immigrants. Her involvement in 
projects related to the integration of migrants with Latvian NGOs 
aims to further develop this topic in her country. Both in her 
professional and voluntary work, she is faced with the integration 
problems of third country nationals in Latvia, which led her to 
undertake Arabic language studies and to further study 
immigration and radicalisation issues. 

 
LEBANON:  
Ms Joudy EL-ASMAR 

Joudy Hammoud El-Asmar is an independent journalist working for 
several organizations, with significant professional experience in 
voluntary service in Tripoli, where she is currently Vice-president 
of Global Shaper (Tripoli Lb Hub) - World Economic Forum and the 
Community Officer of Ruwwad organization. She was the delegate 
of the Lebanon in the 8th Forum of Young People of UNESCO in 
Paris, and participated, in particular, in the second Euro-Arabic 
meeting on "Youth and immigration" organized by the League of 
Arab States and the European Council as well as in the Program of 
UNESCO NET-MED Youth. 

 
MALTA: 
Mr Edric ZAHRA 

Edric Zahra holds the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and is a Staff 
Officer II in charge of Civil Military Cooperation in the Armed 
Forces of Malta. Besides his college education, he became interested 
in irregular migration, and conducted research on the smuggling of 
irregular migrant from Africa to Europe. This interest was mainly 
motivated by his 16 years’ prima facie operational experience in 
dealing with irregular migration rescue. He is also well acquainted 
with anti-piracy actions at sea, with operational experience on 
merchant vessels in the Gulf of Aden.  

 

 
MOROCCO:  
Mr Anass ABOUDI 

Anass Aboudi has an academic background in mathematics, media, 
marketing and communication and is also a coach trainer in 
leadership and neuro-linguistic programmes. He has collaborated 
to projects of the UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network, and 
headed Moroccon civil society organisations linked to technologies, 
youth and development. He has been Secretary-General of the 
Moroccan Centre for Studies on gender equality and public policy 
and also chief financial officer of the Moroccan Education Forum. He 
is currently Chief of the Documentation and Production Unit at the 
General Inspection of educational affairs at the Ministry of National 
Education and Professional Training. 
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PALESTINE:  
Mr Karim KATTAN 

Karim Kattan is a writer and researcher based in France and 
Palestine who publishes in French and in English. He is currently 
working on the image of the desert in novels of the post-colonial 
era. He is the founder of el-Atlal, an international artists’ and 
writers’ residency in Jericho, Palestine. 

 

 
POLAND:  
Ms Magdalena PINKER 

Magdalena Pinker holds a PhD in Arabic Literature. For the last 
seven years she has been working at the University of Warsaw, in 
the Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies. She gives lectures on 
Islamic Art and Architecture and Socio-cultural Issues of the Arab 
World. She is in charge of the Collection of Arabic and Turkish Art in 
the Department of Oriental Art at the National Museum in Warsaw. 
She is involved in various activities focused on promoting 
intercultural dialogue, for instance workshops for teachers in the 
Polish National Commission’s education project “In the World of 
Islam”.  

 

 
PORTUGAL:  
Mr Lourenço Xavier DE CARVALHO 

Co-founder and Chairman of iLIDH - Luso-Illyrian Institute for 
Human Development in Portugal, Albania and Czech Republic – 
Lourenço Xavier de Carvalho is also CEO of the IT company KUPTIM 
- Meaningful Technologies, and is also a member of the Scientific 
Board of the Peoples and Cultures Studies Centre of the Portuguese 
Catholic University. He has graduated in Sociology and holds a PhD 
in Educational Sciences. Since 2015 he is the Honorary Consul of the 
Republic of Albania in Lisbon. He has been a consultant for public 
and private bodies in Education, Training, Employment, 
Immigration and Knowledge Management areas. He is the co-
founder and Director of the European Social Literacy programme 
LED on Values and of the Values University, a UNESCO Centre.  

 
SLOVAKIA:  
Ms Nikola REGECOVA 

Nikola Regecova is an expert at the Department of Middle East and 
Africa at the Slovakian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European 
Affairs. She holds a PhD in International Law from the Paneuropean 
University, and did her thesis on “The Right to Education of Kurdish 
minority in Turkey”. She has worked as a legal specialist in many 
national and international prominent institutions. In addition to her 
mother tongue, she speaks English, German and Arabic.  
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SLOVENIA:  
Mr Bostjan JERMAN 

Bostjan Jerman is Project Manager and Executive Board Member of 
UN Association of Slovenia, mainly leading projects concerning 
global education, active citizenship and development issues, with 
more than 10 years of experience. Within UNA Slovenia he is 
leading the UNESCO Youth Platform and being Executive Board 
Member of Slovenian National Commission for UNESCO. In 2016 he 
launched pilot project Connecting Cultures Slovenia (inspired by 
Connecting Cultures Oman) with the mission to build sustaining 
partnerships between youth organizations in Euro-Arab regions 
through expeditions in nature. Based on his expertize he is a 
Consultant for Slovenia at the UN Information Service in Vienna, 
working on public relations and outreach. Bostjan is also CEO of 
company 7samurai working in the field of social entrepreneurship. 
In 2016 he became UNAOC Fellowship Alumni.  

 
SPAIN:  
Mr Javier LESACA  

Javier Lesaca is a visiting scholar at George Washington University 
in Washington D.C., where he analyses the influence of social 
networks and multimedia language in public opinion construction, 
particularly in the engagement of radical jihadism among new 
audiences. As an academic, he was researcher at Casa Árabe in 
Madrid; he has also intervened in the Security Council, analysing 
the keys of Daesh's audio-visual engagement strategy, among other 
UN seminars.  

 

SULTANATE OF OMAN:  
Ms Nujaida AL MASKARI 

Nujaida Al Maskari is a landscape architect, with a thorough 
professional background in different activities linked to community 
involvement. She is a founding member of the Jisser student 
internship platform, as well as a former member of the Connecting 
Cultures programme in 2014, bringing together 15 young women 
from various countries gathered in the desert to experience 
intercultural dialogue in an innovative way. She is also a former 
coordinator of the Omani mission to cultivate Palestine, aiming at 
supporting Palestinian farmer economically and environmentally. 
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SYRIA:  
Ms Reme SAKR  

Born in Australia to Syrian parents, Reme Sakr studied journalism 
at the University of Sydney and worked in media in Australia before 
deciding in 2015 to relocate to Syria to work for the Syria Trust for 
Development, a large Syrian NGO, pioneering projects in education, 
culture & heritage, social development, and economic 
empowerment. Her current role as the Syria Trust for 
Development’s Partnerships and Communications Manager 
involves networking and forging relationships with various 
international organisations and UN agencies to help reverse the 
negative effects of the conflict through projects focusing on 
community cohesion and resilience, and socio-economic 
development through heritage and culture. 

 
SWITZERLAND:  
Mr Omar AZZABI 

Omar Azzabi is an international jurist specialized in human rights. 
He graduated in International Relations at the University of Geneva 
and in International Law at the Université du Québec in Montréal, 
Canada. He has worked with various actors such as Amnesty 
International, YMCA Québec, Geneva’s Government or the UN’s High 
Commissionner for Human Rights. His working experience in 
humanitarian issues, peacebuilding and intercultural dialogue has 
led him to live in different countries: Tunisia, Mexico, Uruguay, 
Canada and lastly Senegal. As a member of the Swiss Green Party, 
he currently works on migration and integration policies at local, 
cantonal and federal levels. 

 
THE NETHERLANDS:  
Mr Sofyan MBARKI  

Born in the Netherlands and of Moroccan origin, Sofyan Mbarki is a 
member of the Amsterdam city council, and also a member of the 
Dutch Education Council. As a member of the community and as a 
counsellor, he reflects upon the choices we make, by discussing the 
local approach to citizenship and diversity specific to the city, when 
compared to other places. He also reflects on how past migrations 
and the history of social and cultural diversity influence the social, 
cultural and political conception of common belonging today in our 
city. 

 
TUNISIA:  
Mr Haythem EL MEKKI 

Haythem El Mekki has been a host and columnist for the Mosaïque 
FM radio station since 2011. His show, “À la Une”, is one of the most 
popular among young Tunisians. El Mekki first emerged as a media 
figure through his blog (ByLasko), and he now benefits from major 
outreach on social media. He has worked as Editor-in-Chief for 
Tunivision and as a columnist for Nessma TV.  
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