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Concept Note

Concept and Outreach 

The selected Young Personalities 

participating in the Conference on the 

Euro-Arab Dialogue (EADI 2016 

Conference, 9 and 10 December 2016, 

UNESCO) will be the designers of a Euro-

Arab Young Leaders programme for the 

promotion of the Euro-Arab Dialogue in 

the coming years. The Young 

Personalities will act as rapporteurs of the 

roundtable sessions and bring their 

expertise to their reporting on the 

outcomes of the conference, on the 

second day. Thanks to their distinctive 

skills in UNESCO’s fields of competence, 

they will take the lead for the setting of the 

programme, with meetings to be held at 

least twice per year, as well as several 

initiatives at the regional level - depending 

on financial support. 

Selection process 

Young Personalities have been identified 

with the support of National Commissions 

for UNESCO and were carefully selected 

among young experts from national civil 

society, on the basis of intrinsic high-level 

skills and outstanding career paths. 

National Commissions for UNESCO were 

expected to search for interesting profiles 

with the help of their networks and 

associated experts. The names proposed 

by National Commissions were discussed 

with the organizers of the Euro-Arab 

Dialogue Conference, taking into 

consideration the general homogeneity of 

the group of Young Personalities. 

Expected Profile 

The Young Personalities are within the 

range of 25 and 40 years old, with 

particularly outstanding profiles. Each of 

them will represent the involvement of civil 

society in favour of the Euro-Arab 

Dialogue in the fields of education, culture 

or communication & information. The 

Conference, which should lead to the 

adoption of an Action Plan, will also 

discuss initiating a recurring Programme of 

Euro-Arab Young Leaders (under 40 years 

old) in UNESCO’s fields of competence.  
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SELECTED YOUNG PERSONALITIES  
FOR THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE INITIATIVE 

 

EGYPT: 

Mr Amr SALAMA 

Amr Salama is an Egyptian film director, blogger, screenwriter 

and writer. He began his directing career with short movies and 

commercials, after which he shifted to full-length movies. His 

second creation, the AIDS-themed “Asmaa” earned him 

international attention and 18 Arab and Egyptian awards, 

including Best Arab Director in the New Horizons competition. 

Along with his directing career, Salama has also had three best-

seller books published in Egypt.  

 

 

 

 

FINLAND : 

Ms Teija Hanna SAVOLAINEN 

 Currently senior advisor at the Finnish Immigration Service, Teija 

Hanna Savolainen has previously worked as a trainer at the 

Finnish Youth Cooperation Allianssi and is a Rights of the Child 

Ambassador at Plan International, a nonprofit organisation based 

in Finland. She is involved in various activities linked to youth and 

education and has also worked for the No Hate Speech 

Movement in Finland. 

 

GERMANY: 

Mr Belabbès BENKREDDA 

Belabbès Benkredda is an Algerian-German social innovator, 

writer, television commentator and government consultant in 

public diplomacy. He is the founder of the Munathara Initiative, 

an Arab online and television debate forum that promotes the 

voices of Arab youth, women and marginalized communities. He 

received the 2013 Democracy Award of the National Democratic 

Institute. In 2016 he was named a World Fellow by Yale 

University. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asmaa
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GERMANY:  

Ms Antonia BLAU 

Antonia Blau studied North American Studies, political sciences 

and German literature at the Freie Universität Berlin. Currently, 

she is enrolled in a PhD program between l’Université d’Aix-

Marseille and Hildesheim University, working on a thesis on 

cultural policies in Palestine. In 2012 she started running the 

Liaison Bureau of the Goethe Institute in Marseille. Since 2015 

she has been the European Bureau Director at the Goethe 

Institute in Brussels. 

 
GERMANY:  

Ms Djamila AHLAM AMRANI 

In parallel with her studies in Social Work at the University of 

Applied Sciences in Kiel, Djamila Ahlam Amrani has been 

involved in different international programmes related to 

migration and international cooperation (Ireland, Morocco, 

Turkey, Belgium). She has participated in several workshops on 

racism, discrimination and radicalization and is working with 

refugee families to facilitate their integration. She is also co-

trainer for voluntary work with the Kulturweit network (with the 

German National Commission for UNESCO). 

 
ITALY:  

Mr Paolo PETROCELLI 

Paolo Petrocelli is a cultural entrepreneur, university professor 

and Co-Founder and President of the Youth Committee of the 

Italian National Commission for UNESCO. He is also Founder 

and President of EMMA for Peace (Euro-Mediterranean Music 

Academy for Peace). Paolo Petrocelli is Director of the Master’s 

of Cultural Management programme at the Rome Business 

School and Professor at LUISS Guido Carli University of Rome. 

He is a Visiting Fellow at Yale University and Visiting Researcher 

at MIT Media Lab. As Cultural and Music Diplomacy Officer, he 

currently develops cultural projects for the Permanent Secretariat 

of the World Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates.  

 
LATVIA:  

Ms Dace GRANTE 

As a lawyer, Dace Grante is working on migration issues, on 

projects to support persons under international protection, and 

also for an information centre for immigrants. Her involvement in 

projects related to the integration of migrants with Latvian NGOs 

aims to further develop this topic in her country. Both in her 

professional and voluntary work, she is faced with the integration 

problems of third country nationals in Latvia, which led her to 

undertake Arabic language studies and to further study 

immigration and radicalisation issues. 
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LEBANON:  

Ms Joudy Hammoud EL-ASMAR 

Joudy Hammoud El-Asmar is an independent journalist working 

for several organizations, with significant professional experience 

in voluntary service in Tripoli, where she is currently Vice-

president of Global Shaper (Tripoli Lb Hub) - World Economic 

Forum and the Community Officer of Ruwwad organization. She 

was the delegate of the Lebanon in the 8
th

 Forum of Young 

People of UNESCO in Paris, and participated, in particular, in the 

second Euro-Arabic meeting on "Youth and immigration" 

organized by the League of Arab States and the European 

Council as well as in the Program of UNESCO NET-MED Youth. 

 

 

 
MALTA: 

Mr Edric ZAHRA 

Edric Zahra holds the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and is a Staff 

Officer II in charge of Civil Military Cooperation in the Armed 

Forces of Malta. Besides his college education, he became 

interested in irregular migration, and conducted research on the 

smuggling of irregular migrant from Africa to Europe. This interest 

was mainly motivated by his 16 years’ prima facie operational 

experience in dealing with irregular migration rescue. He is also 

well acquainted with anti-piracy actions at sea, with operational 

experience on merchant vessels in the Gulf of Aden.  

 

 

 
MOROCCO:  

Mr Anass ABOUDI 

Anass Aboudi has an academic background in mathematics, 

media, marketing and communication and is also a coach trainer 

in leadership and neuro-linguistic programmes. He has 

collaborated to projects of the UNESCO Associated Schools 

Project Network, and headed Moroccon civil society 

organisations linked to technologies, youth and development. He 

has been Secretary-General of the Moroccan Centre for Studies 

on gender equality and public policy and also chief financial 

officer of the Moroccan Education Forum. He is currently Chief of 

the Documentation and Production Unit at the General Inspection 

of educational affairs at the Ministry of National Education and 

Professional Training. 
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 PALESTINE:  

Mr Karim KATTAN 

Karim Kattan is a writer and researcher based in France and 

Palestine who publishes in French and in English. He is currently 

working on the image of the desert in novels of the post-colonial 

era. He is the founder of el-Atlal, an international artists’ and 

writers’ residency in Jericho, Palestine. 

 

 

 

 
POLAND:  

Ms Magdalena PINKER 

Magdalena Pinker holds a PhD in Arabic Literature. For the last 

seven years she has been working at the University of Warsaw, 

in the Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies. She gives 

lectures on Islamic Art and Architecture and Socio-cultural Issues 

of the Arab World. She is in charge of the Collection of Arabic 

and Turkish Art in the Department of Oriental Art at the National 

Museum in Warsaw. She is involved in various activities focused 

on promoting intercultural dialogue, for instance workshops for 

teachers in the Polish National Commission’s education project 

“In the World of Islam”.  

 

 

 
PORTUGAL:  

Mr Lourenço Xavier DE CARVALHO 

Co-founder and Chairman of iLIDH - Luso-Illyrian Institute for 

Human Development in Portugal, Albania and Czech Republic – 

Lourenço Xavier de Carvalho is also CEO of the IT company 

KUPTIM - Meaningful Technologies, and is also a member of the 

Scientific Board of the Peoples and Cultures Studies Centre of 

the Portuguese Catholic University. He has graduated in 

Sociology and holds a PhD in Educational Sciences. Since 2015 

he is the Honorary Consul of the Republic of Albania in Lisbon. 

He has been a consultant for public and private bodies in 

Education, Training, Employment, Immigration and Knowledge 

Management areas. He is the co-founder and Director of the 

European Social Literacy programme LED on Values and of the 

Values University, a UNESCO Centre. 
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SLOVAKIA:  

Ms Nikola REGECOVA 

Nikola Regecova is an expert at the Department of Middle East 

and Africa at the Slovakian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

European Affairs. She holds a PhD in International Law from the 

Paneuropean University, and did her thesis on “The Right to 

Education of Kurdish minority in Turkey”. She has worked as a 

legal specialist in many national and international prominent 

institutions. In addition to her mother tongue, she speaks English, 

German and Arabic.  

 

 

 SLOVENIA:  

Mr Bostjan JERMAN 

Bostjan Jerman is Project Manager and Executive Board 

Member of UN Association of Slovenia, mainly leading projects 

concerning global education, active citizenship and development 

issues, with more than 10 years of experience. Within UNA 

Slovenia he is leading the UNESCO Youth Platform and being 

Executive Board Member of Slovenian National Commission for 

UNESCO. In 2016 he launched pilot project Connecting Cultures 

Slovenia (inspired by Connecting Cultures Oman) with the 

mission to build sustaining partnerships between youth 

organizations in Euro-Arab regions through expeditions in nature. 

Based on his expertize he is a Consultant for Slovenia at the UN 

Information Service in Vienna, working on public relations and 

outreach. Bostjan is also CEO of company 7samurai working in 

the field of social entrepreneurship. In 2016 he became UNAOC 

Fellowship Alumni.  

 SPAIN:  

Mr Javier LESACA  

Javier Lesaca is a visiting scholar at George Washington 

University in Washington D.C., where he analyses the influence 

of social networks and multimedia language in public opinion 

construction, particularly in the engagement of radical jihadism 

among new audiences. As an academic, he was researcher at 

Casa Árabe in Madrid; he has also intervened in the Security 

Council, analysing the keys of Daesh's audio-visual engagement 

strategy, among other UN seminars.  
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SULTANATE OF OMAN:  

Ms Nujaida AL MASKARI 

Nujaida Al Maskari is a landscape architect, with a thorough 

professional background in different activities linked to 

community involvement. She is a founding member of the Jisser 

student internship platform, as well as a former member of the 

Connecting Cultures programme in 2014, bringing together 15 

young women from various countries gathered in the desert to 

experience intercultural dialogue in an innovative way. She is 

also a former coordinator of the Omani mission to cultivate 

Palestine, aiming at supporting Palestinian farmer economically 

and environmentally. 

 

 

 

SYRIA:  

Ms Reme SAKR  

Born in Australia to Syrian parents, Reme Sakr studied 

journalism at the University of Sydney and worked in media in 

Australia before deciding in 2015 to relocate to Syria to work for 

the Syria Trust for Development, a large Syrian NGO pioneering 

projects in education, culture & heritage, social development, and 

economic empowerment. Her current role as the Syria Trust for 

Development’s Partnerships and Communications Manager 

involves networking and forging relationships with various 

international organisations and UN agencies to help reverse the 

negative effects of the conflict through projects focusing on 

community cohesion and resilience, and socio-economic 

development through heritage and culture. 

 

 

 
SWITZERLAND:  

Mr Omar AZZABI 

Omar Azzabi is an international jurist specialized in human rights. 

He graduated in International Relations at the University of 

Geneva and in International Law at the Université du Québec in 

Montréal, Canada. He has worked with various actors such as 

Amnesty International, YMCA Québec, Geneva’s Government or 

the UN’s High Commissionner for Human Rights. His working 

experience in humanitarian issues, peacebuilding and 

intercultural dialogue has led him to live in different countries: 

Tunisia, Mexico, Uruguay, Canada and lastly Senegal. As a 

member of the Swiss Green Party, he currently works on 

migration and integration policies at local, cantonal and federal 

levels. 
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 THE NETHERLANDS:  

Mr Sofyan MBARKI  

Born in the Netherlands and of Moroccan origin, Sofyan Mbarki is 

a member of the Amsterdam city council, and also a member of 

the Dutch Education Council. As a member of the community and 

as a counsellor, he reflects upon the choices we make, by 

discussing the local approach to citizenship and diversity specific 

to the city, when compared to other places. He also reflects on 

how past migrations and the history of social and cultural 

diversity influence the social, cultural and political conception of 

common belonging today in our city. 

 

 
TUNISIA:  

Mr Haythem EL MEKKI 

Haythem El Mekki has been a host and columnist for the 

Mosaïque FM radio station since 2011. His show, “À la Une”, is 

one of the most popular among young Tunisians. El Mekki first 

emerged as a media figure through his blog (ByLasko), and he 

now benefits from major  outreach on social media. He has 

worked as Editor-in-Chief for Tunivision and as a columnist for 

Nessma TV.  

 

 


