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Your Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great honour and pleasure to address you this evening, for this Soldiers of Peace 

International Gala. 

We are here to pay tribute to the UN peacekeepers and to work together towards civic 

education for peace. 

It has been 70 years since UN peacekeepers were first deployed. In that time, they have 

carried out over 70 missions. Today, they comprise over 90,000 troops, deployed across 14 

missions. The blue helmet, and the sacrifice of the soldiers who have worn it, is now a symbol 

of peace. 

What is the link between the blue helmet and UNESCO? It is peace. Peace is at the heart of 

UNESCO’s mission, as its Constitution states “That since wars begin in the minds of men, it 

is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed”. The soldiers with blue 

helmets keep the peace. UNESCO, creates, cultivates and promotes it. Two links in the chain 

which must never be broken. Two links in the chain which are always broken. Two links in the 

chain which together we always rebuild. 

Because with its work in the fields of education, science and culture, UNESCO has a mandate 

from its 193 Member States to take action with each one to create public policies for 

education, culture and science, to maintain the forces of freedom and expression in each of its 

Member States. And it is when this mandate unfortunately is no longer producing the results 

set out in 1945 that the Soldiers of Peace must be deployed.  



Education is a means of preventing conflicts. Fighting prejudice, fighting the manipulation of 

history, working for truth, for a common set of values, those of the Charter of the United 

Nations and the International Covenants on Civil and Political Rights and on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights, must be our shared objective for the education of young 

generations. Without it, we will be perpetuating the misunderstandings which led to the two 

World Wars, to the conflicts arising from decolonization and the break-up of the Soviet 

Union. We want no more cultural relativism. We want no more gender inequality. We want no 

more professors, judges, journalists or lawyers to be jailed. We want those who fight to 

defend and protect the fundamental rights and freedoms of each individual to be able to do so 

without putting their lives at risk. We want everyone who carries out extrajudicial killings and 

arbitrary detentions to be punished. We want to fight against impunity.  

To do so, we must educate, which is our job, and it is only by doing so that we can avoid 

conflict and maintain long-term international security.  

As you know, France has contributed to this peace and security. France is a founding member 

of UNESCO and in 2005 it secured the adoption of the Convention on the Protection and 

Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, UNESCO Headquarters are in France 

and it is the fourth-largest contributor to the organization’s budget.  

As regards peacekeeping, 743 French personnel (troops and police) are currently deployed in 

operations around the world. In particular in Lebanon, the Central African Republic and 

Mali, they are actively involved in peacekeeping. France contributes some $400 million per 

year to peacekeeping. 

I would therefore like to once again thank the Soldiers of Peace International Association, 

whose 30th anniversary we celebrate this year. It is due to its commitment that this 

exceptional gala, with an incredible line-up, has been made possible and I thank you for this 

excellent initiative. 


