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Context 

“By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood 

development, care and pre-primary education so that they are ready for primary 

education" (Sustainable Development Goal Target 4.2, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development of the United Nations, 2015). Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) is 

the second target of the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4 on Education, and its 

importance is highlighted in Education 2030, the global Framework for Action validated by 

UNESCO Member States during the General Conference of the Organization in November 

2015. 

In this time of globalization, a source of cooperation but also of international cooperation, 

all governments have realised that it is in their interest to have human resources endowed 

with the highest possible degree of knowledge and skills. It is education, that has the task 

of ensuring the harmonious development of the individual and of reducing the social 

divide, which tends to widen in all countries. Ensuring the care and development, health, 

protection and education of children from an early age enables them to develop their 

potential, to succeed at school and face the challenges of the modern world. That is why, in 

the educational and social debate, an important place is now devolved to early childhood, 

because it is where the inequalities between the future citizens are deepened or filled, and 

the foundation for learning, well-being, living together and an inclusive society is 

constructed. 

Actions in favour of ECCE have multiplied in recent years. For example, in September 

2010, UNESCO organized the first global conference on ECCE, in partnership with the 

Government of the Russian Federation and the City of Moscow. UNESCO’s work focuses on 

strengthening policies and improving the quality of education. UNICEF has a special 

interest in the early years of life, and supports multi-sectoral efforts for early childhood 

development and peacebuilding. OECD has published a series of Starting Strong I-V reports 

since 2001. The European Commission has developed a proposal on key principles for a 

quality framework for ECCE in 2014. An international conference was held in Croatia in 

June 2017 at the initiative of the World Organization for Preschool Education (OMEP), an 

international NGO recognized by the United Nations. The Swiss National Commission for 

UNESCO has published an Orientation Framework to promote quality in early childhood 

education and put forward early childhood education as an essential educational mission. 

For its part, the Conference of francophone world (CONFEMEN) has chosen early childhood 

as a theme for reflection and actions for 2018. 

ECCE is also a high priority in France, whose policies and practices in this area are often 

cited as an example. In order to reinforce learning and well-being in preschools, France has 

adopted and implemented a new curriculum since 2015. Among the most recent 

documents on early childhood, there are the "Educational Pathways of Health” (“Parcours 

éducatif de santé”) and the Giampino Report on early childhood development in 2016, and 

the consensus on the basic needs of the child “In the Protection of Childhood” (“En 

protection de l’enfance”) (February 2017). Therefore, ECCE is a topic of great relevance 

today. 

 

 



Our perspective 

While drawing on previous work, major international texts and UNESCO recommendations, 

we will have to clarify our specificity so as to avoid duplication and to provide further 

insights to what has already been done. We have chosen to call our symposium "Early 

Childhood Care and Education: Cradle for Social Cohesion". The symposium adopts the 

definition of the early childhood period as covering 0-8 years, which also takes into account 

the importance of the transition to primary school. This definition is used by UNESCO and 

the Committee on the Rights of the Child of the United Nations. 

 

We will begin by addressing the issues of health and physical, moral and social welfare 

that have an impact on the way to equality and the child’s capacity to learn. Our 

approach here, as throughout the symposium, will be multidisciplinary: medicine, life 

sciences and social sciences and humanities, education, culture and communication, all 

areas of UNESCO’s competence. 

 

Then, we will discuss the issue of early education. What to teach young children, and 

how do they learn? Specialists will present their theories about the importance of the pre-

birth period and the early years of life, and about the abilities of the brain to acquire 

capacities; about socio-emotional development; language learning; citizenship education; 

and learning about culture. What place for the digital in the acquisition of learning? 

 

Naturally, it will be necessary to mention the care and accompaniment of children. 

School and collective ECCE institutions cannot do everything alone; the place and action of 

families and communities is paramount. The training and professionalism of ECCE staff - 

with whom young children are in day-to-day contacts - are essential and still needs more 

attention. 

 

At the end of these exchanges, we will raise the problem of the challenges of inclusion. 

Gender and the fight against stereotypes, socio-cultural differences and disability: we will 

join here the conclusions of the symposium organized in 2013 at UNESCO by the French 

National Commission for UNESCO on inclusive education and the training of teachers. 

Beyond that, we will be concerned with the topical subject of children in the zones in 

conflict and in the countries struck by natural disasters. The destruction of their living 

environment, roots, heritage and memory is a world concern. 

 

Finally, after hearing from researchers, professionals and practitioners, we will give the 

floor to policy makers and ministers. They will be invited to present their policies and 

practices in the field of early childhood in order to ensure social cohesion and equality of 

opportunities for all future citizens, the basic conditions to promote peace. 

 

 

 



 

Our objectives 

The objectives of the conference are as follows: 

 To position ECCE as an essential strategy to combat social inequalities and promote 

social cohesion; 

 To share challenges and good ECCE practices and initiatives in favour of social 

cohesion;  

 To contribute to the work of CONFEMEN and the UNESCO Forum on Education for 

Peace and Sustainable Development in 2019; 

 In partnership with other Member States, possibly prepare a Declaration, or 

possibly a UNESCO Recommendation on ECCE, a document which does not exist to 

date and which would reflect the priority given to early childhood, as cradle for 

social cohesion.  

 

The proceedings of the symposium, with the recommendations made on this occasion, will 

be published.  

Target audience 

This symposium, organized in partnership with UNESCO's Education Sector, is international 

in scope. Its target audience are members of Permanent Delegations to UNESCO, 

policymakers, early childhood specialists in their multidisciplinary approach, doctors, 

researchers, teachers and professionals, heads of ECCE institutions, local authorities who 

provide important support for crèches or other specialised institutions for youngest 

children, etc. 

Working languages 

The working languages of the symposium will be French and English. The documents will 

be prepared in two languages, and interpretation will be provided during the symposium. 

Registration 

For organisational and security reasons, the participants will be invited to effect online 

registration in advance of the symposium: https://cnfu.typeform.com/to/KQeEC8

Contacts 

French National Commission for UNESCO 

57 boulevard des Invalides. 

75007 Paris, France 

Tel: +33.1 53.69.39.55 

 

 

 

UNESCO 

Education Sector 

7 place de Fontenoy. 

75007 

Paris, France 

Tel. +33.1.45.68.06.32 

Email: ecce@unesco.org 

 

https://cnfu.typeform.com/to/KQeEC8


 5 MARCH 2018 
 
9:00 – 10:00  Welcome/registration/coffee 
 
10:00 – 11:15  Opening session 
 
Chair: Daniel JANICOT 

President, the French National Commission for UNESCO 
 
Audrey AZOULAY 
Director-General, UNESCO 
 
Joseph MOUNDZIEGOU   
Delegated Minister of National Education, Gabon 
 
Françoise NYSSEN  
Minister of Culture, France (tbc) 
 
Jean-Marc HUART 
Director-General, School Education, Ministry of National Education, France 
 
Jean-Philippe VINQUANT 
Director-General, Social Cohesion, Ministry of Solidarity and Health,  
France 
 

11:15 – 11:30 Introduction to the Symposium: The context and themes 
 

Suzy HALIMI 
Honorary President, University Sorbonne-Nouvelle Paris 3, French National 
Commission for UNESCO 
 

11:30 – 13:00  K speeches 
 
Chair:   Jordan NAIDOO (tbc) 

Director, Division for Education 2030 Support and Coordination, UNESCO 

 
Guests of honor: Olivier HOUDÉ 

Professor, University Paris Descartes, France 
 
Rima SALAH 
Assistant Clinical Professor, Yale Child Study Center, USA 
 

13:00 – 14:30   Lunch 
 
14:30 - 14:45  Introduction to Round Tables A and B 
 

Daniel BLOCH 
Former Rector, Director of Higher Education, France 
 

14:40 – 15:50 Round Table A: Education and physical, moral and social wellbeing: 
How to address inequalities?  

 
Chair:  Friedrich AFFOLTER 

Manager, Peacebuilding, Education and Advocacy Program, UNICEF 
 



Speakers:  Didier JOURDAN 
Professor, University Blaise Pascal, Clermont-Ferrand, France 
 
Mohamadou GUELAYE SALL 
Professor, University Cheikh Anta Diop, Dakar, Senegal 
 
Anne-Lise DUCANDA 
Medical Doctor, Specialist in Early Childhood, Member of COSE (Over-
exposure to Screens Collective), France 
 
Federica TADDEI 
Responsible for Operational School Unit for Childhood, Handicap and 
Relations with the Local Authorities, City of Pistoia, Italy 
 

15:50 - 17:00  Round Table B: What to learn and how? 
 
 Chair:    Yoshie KAGA  

Early Childhood Care and Education Specialist, UNESCO 
 

Speakers:  Pascale GARNIER 
Professor, University Paris 13, France 
 
Alona VOLODINA 
Vice-Chair of Sales, Educonsulting, Israël  
 
Pascal BRESSOUX 
Professor, University Grenoble, France 
 
Gisela WAJSKOP 
Professor, Head of School, Teacher Training and Early Childhood Consultant, 
Brazil 
 

17:30 – 20:00  Cocktail 
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8:30 – 9:00  Welcome/coffee 
 
9:00 – 9:30 K speeches 
 
Chair: Eunhye PARK 
 World president, OMEP, Professor, Department for Early Childhood 

Education, Ewha Womans University, Republic of Korea 
 
Guest of honor:  Michel VANDENBROECK 

Professor, University of Ghent, Belgium 
 

9:30 – 9:40  Introduction to Round Tables C and D  
 

Eric CHARBONNIER 
Analyst, Division of Education and Skills, OECD 
 

 



9:40 – 10:50 Round Table C: Supervision and accompaniment: families, 
communities, educators and professionals of ECCE. What synergy?  

 
Chair:  Edem ADUBRA 

Chief, Section of Teacher Development, UNESCO 
 

Speakers:    Sylvie RAYNA 
Associate Researcher, Research Center EXPERICE, University Paris 13 
Sorbonne Paris Cité, France 
 
Purna KUMAR SHRESTHA 
Education Lead, Voluntary Service Overseas International  
 
Eric PATEYRON  
Director of School Honoré de Balzac, Nanterre, Member of Associated 
School for UNESCO, France 
 
Florence MAZUCCHELLI 
Director of School Perceval, Chatou, Member of Associated School for 
UNESCO, France 
 
Pablo RUPIN 
Sociologist, PhD in Education Science, Post PhD Researcher at CIAE, 
University of Chile, Chile 
 

10:50 – 12:00  Round Table D: What solutions for challenges of inclusion? 
 
Chair:     Sylviane GIAMPINO 

Child Psychologist and Psychanalyst, President of the Council of Childhood 
and Adolescence and of High Council of the Family, Childhood and the Age, 
France 
 

Speakers:    Dwi PRIYONO 
Ad interim Director of SEAMEO Regional Centre for Early Childhood Care & 
Education and Parenting (CECCEP), Indonesia  
 
Albert-Claude BEHNAMOU 
Adviser for digital and health issues to the President of the French National 
Commission for UNESCO, France 
 
Gilles PETREAULT 
General Inspector, Ministry of National Education, France 
 
Diana Carolina SALDANA 
Manager,  UNESCO Centre Louis François de Troyes, France 
 

12:30 – 14:30  Lunch 
 
14:30 – 15:30 K speeches 
 
Chair:  His Excellency Laurent STEFANINI  

Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of the Republic of France to UNESCO 
 

Guest of honor:  Stanislas DEHAENE 
Professor, Collège de France, France  

 



15:30 – 17:00 Round Table E: Policymakers - What place for ECCE in the education 
and social systems? 

 
Chair:   Jean-Michel BLANQUER (tbc) 

Minister of National Education, France (tbc) 
 

Speakers:  Traoré OUNOU TOURÉ 
Minister for the Promotion of Women, Children and Families, Mali 
 
Sanni GRAHN-LAASONEN (tbc) 
Minister for Education and Culture, Finland (tbc) 
 
Leela Devi DOOKUN-LUCHOOMUN 
Minister of Education, Human resources, Higher Education and Research, 
Mauritius 
 
Ana Maria NIETO  
Director of ECCE within the Ministry of National Education, Colombia 
 
Hussain Bin Ibrahim Al HAMMADI 
Minister of Education, United Arab Emirates 
 
Lidija KRALJ 
Assistant, Minister of Education, Croatia 
 

17:00 – 17:20  Synthesis and Conclusions 
 

Suzy HALIMI 
Honorary President, University Sorbonne-Nouvelle Paris 3, French National 
Commission for UNESCO 
 

17:20 – 17:30  Words of Appreciation 
 

Assistant Director-General for Education, UNESCO 
 
 

 

 
 

For more information, visit our websites:  

 

 French National Commission for UNESCO ’s Event Page  

  UNESCO’s Event Page 

  UNESCO Early Childhood Care and Education Page 

 
Follow us on: 
 

  Twitter: @CNFU, @UNESCO, @UNESCO_fr 

  Facebook: CommissionNationaleFrançaiseUNESCO, UNESCO, 
UNESCO en français 

  Soundcloud: CNFU 

  Youtube: Commission Nationale Française pour l’UNESCO, 
UNESCO, UNESCOFrench 

 

 

https://unesco.delegfrance.org/Education-et-protection-de-la-petite-enfance-berceau-de-la-cohesion-sociale
https://en.unesco.org/events/international-symposium-early-childhood-care-and-education-cradle-social-cohesion
https://en.unesco.org/themes/early-childhood-care-and-education

