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Education, culture, science, 
communication and information 
have always been priorities for 
France, which is why it places  
so much importance on UNESCO. 

As a founding member and 
the State which hosts the 
Headquarters of the Organization, 
France is committed to the goal 
for which UNESCO was created: 
building peace in the minds of 
men and women.  
It actively takes part in the work 
of UNESCO as a member of its 
Executive Board and several 
of its Committees, it takes its 
responsibilities as the Host  
State seriously and promotes  
the role of the Organization 
within the multilateral system  
for implementing Agenda 2030.

France’s candidacy to the 
UNESCO Executive Board in 
2019 is in line with its desire to 
continue its commitment to the 
Organization, its normative work 
and its work on the ground.



FRANCE’S 
COMMITMENTS 
WITHIN THE 
UNESCO 
EXECUTIVE BOARD

 
Within the Executive Board, France 
promotes effective and efficient 
action from UNESCO in its main 
areas.

France is committed to UNESCO’s 
sectoral priorities.

 
Education, and in particular  
that of women and girls,  
is a joint priority for both  
France and UNESCO

In this area, France supports the 
ongoing normative and operational 
work by UNESCO, which is leading 
the way as regards SDG 4 on a qual
ity education for all, and that is why 
France is involved in the Steering 
Committee for implementing this 
goal. For several years, it has pro
vided specific support to UNESCO’s 
International Institute for Education 

Planning (IIEP) and its Pôle de Dakar 
Africa-based office and has pledged 
to greatly increase its voluntary 
contributions for education as of 
2019.  It also ensures that the work 
of the Global Partnership for Edu
cation (GPE) coordinates well with 
UNESCO. Under its G7 Presidency in 
2019, France would like to increase 
UNESCO’s visibility in the multilateral 
educational landscape, to promote 
its expertise and encourage the 
Organization’s cross-cutting priori
ties, Africa and gender equality.

France is promoting  
the role of UNESCO as  
regards protecting heritage  
and promoting cultural diversity, 
which is achieved via six culture 
conventions

As part of this commitment, in 2017 
France and Italy brought Resolution 
2347 before the Security Council,  
which highlights UNESCO’s key role 
in protecting cultural heritage. It 
supports UNESCO’s work in rebuild-
ing Mosul and places special 
emphasis on fruitful collaboration 
between UNESCO and the Interna
tional Alliance for the Protection of 
Heritage in Conflict Areas and the 
development of shared projects.  
Finally, France ensures that it pro
vides UNESCO and its Member 
States with its expertise, including 
in legal and customs affairs, in 
implementing conventions on world 
heritage or the illicit trafficking of 
cultural property.



France is committed 
to UNESCO’s strategic 
transformation

 
The strategic transformation  
process which began in 2018 aims 
to revitalize UNESCO and strengthen 
its legitimacy and relevance within 

the United Nations System. This 
transformation will be achieved by 
improving the Organization’s effec
tiveness and efficiency, as well as 
by strengthening and readjusting 
its programmes as part of discus
sions on its strategic positioning by 
2030. Several steps have already 
been taken, and France fully sup
ports this process and the positive 
momentum which it has built up 
within UNESCO. It is ensuring that 
this change takes places in line with 
United Nations reform.

France is committed  
to UNESCO’s budget

Within the Executive Board, France 
is calling for a budget which will 
help UNESCO carry out its essen
tial missions. France supported 
implementing an integrated budget 

and structured financial dialogue 
in order to better plan and chan
nel the Organization’s resources. 
Furthermore, France ensures that 
its mandatory contribution is paid 
at the start of the year and will 
increase its voluntary contributions 
by at least €32.5 million between 
2019 and 2022.

France is committed  
to a calm environment  
within UNESCO

Over recent years, political ten
sions between certain Member 
States have hindered UNESCO’s 
work and outreach. France plays 
an active role in seeking consen
sus among Member States and 
supports the efforts of UNESCO to 
this end, which have so far enabled 
the Organization to enjoy a calmer 
environment which is more suited 
to effective action.

Beyond these commitments within 
the Executive Board, France, which 
is a member of several UNESCO 
Committees, plays an active role 
in the Organization’s various pro-
grammes. 

It chairs the IGBC (Intergovernmen
tal Bioethics Committee) and lends 
its expertise to the Management of 
Social Transformations (MOST) pro
gramme and the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission (COI). 
Through the Man and the Biosphere 
(MAB) Programme and biosphere 
reserves, France supports UNESCO’s 



action to protect biodiversity.  
It will also continue to contribute  
to a global fair water policy, with  
a view to sustainable development. 
In the cultural field, France provides 
special support to the 2001 Conven
tion on the Protection of the 
Underwater Cultural Heritage, which 
it chairs, and is organizing an event 
in Brest in June 2019 in the runup 
to the Meeting of States Parties.

Finally, France is in favour of 
UNESCO using its expertise to face 
the challenges of artificial intelli
gence in its fields of expertise, as a 
complement to other international 
forums.

 

FRANCE’S 
COMMITMENTS  
AS UNESCO’S 
HOST STATE

France is aware that as the Host 
State, it has special responsibilities 
towards the Organization. It is a 
member of the Headquarters  
Committee, where it monitors 
various issues regarding UNESCO’s 
property. As it did with the Belmont 
Plan for the renovation work at  
the Fontenoy site, it will pay the 
interest on the loan of €41.8 million 
which will be taken out by UNESCO 
for the work at building V of the 
Miollis Site and has committed 
to guarantee the loan. France will 
directly support the UNESCO  
Secretariat on this issue.
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